 Lesson 1 – (Overview)
The Lord Has Spoken

What a huge and happy prospect: to read this monumental book from beginning to end.  This introductory lesson will help prepare us to read Isaiah with its contexts clear: the prophetic context, the historical context, and the literary context.


Day One—The Prophetic Context

1. The opening verse might serve as a heading for the whole book, as the prophet introduces this “vision”—a word that denotes a special revelation from God.  First, read Isaiah 1:2-2b (i.e., through the second line of v. 2), and write down several specific observations about how the prophet Isaiah presents his book.  (See also Isa. 2:1, introducing an initial section of the book.)

!Azx'  (Hāzȏn) – Vision as seen in the ecstatic state: a divine communication in a vision/oracle/prophecy. (BDB Full Lexicon)     

v. 1a – Scope: Judah and Jerusalem
v. 1b – Provenance (Setting):   Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah – All kings of Judah. 
v. 2a – NAU Isaiah 1:2a Listen, O heavens, and hear, O earth.  – A Court Summons summoning the whole Earth to be witness to God’s charges, evidence, judgment, and mercy to a His redeemed remnant. 
v. 2b – For the LORD speaks, "Sons I have reared and brought up, But they have revolted against Me. – Sons: God’s chosen people (see Isa. 4:22 – Israel is God’s firstborn. 

2. In the Bible, a prophet is one who communicates the words of God.  What similarities do you notice in comparing the opening verses of Jeremiah (1:1-2), Amos (1:1-3), and Micha (1:1-2) with those of Isaiah? 

NAU Jeremiah 1:1-2  The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, 2 to whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign.

NAU Amos 1:1-3  The words of Amos, who was among the sheepherders from Tekoa, which he envisioned in visions concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam son of Joash, king of Israel, two years before the earthquake. 2 He said, "The LORD roars from Zion And from Jerusalem He utters His voice; And the shepherds' pasture grounds mourn, And the summit of Carmel dries up." 3 Thus says the LORD, "For three transgressions of Damascus and for four I will not revoke its punishment, Because they threshed Gilead with implements of sharp iron.

NAU Micah 1:1-2  The word of the LORD which came to Micah of Moresheth in the days of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem. 2 Hear, O peoples, all of you; Listen, O earth and all it contains, And let the Lord GOD be a witness against you, The Lord from His holy temple.

NAU Isaiah 1:1-4  The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz concerning Judah and Jerusalem, which he saw during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 2 Listen, O heavens, and hear, O earth; For the LORD speaks, "Sons I have reared and brought up, But they have revolted against Me. 3 "An ox knows its owner, And a donkey its master's manger, But Israel does not know, My people do not understand." 4 Alas, sinful nation, People weighed down with iniquity, Offspring of evildoers, Sons who act corruptly! They have abandoned the LORD, They have despised the Holy One of Israel, They have turned away from Him.

Each contains the Who, What, Why, & Where of the Indictment of God against each people group.


3. How do the prophets fit into the Bible’s story?  Early on, there were non-writing prophets, who spoke God’s word but did not compile their prophecies in books.  As you read the following verses, write down observations about some of these early prophets.

a. Exodus 34:29-33; Deuteronomy 34:10-12

NAU Exodus 34:29-33  It came about when Moses was coming down from Mount Sinai (and the two tablets of the testimony were in Moses' hand as he was coming down from the mountain), that Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because of his speaking with Him. 30 So when Aaron and all the sons of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him. 31 Then Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the rulers in the congregation returned to him; and Moses spoke to them. 32 Afterward all the sons of Israel came near, and he commanded them to do everything that the LORD had spoken to him on Mount Sinai. 33 When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil over his face.


NAU Deuteronomy 34:10-12 Since that time no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, 11 for all the signs and wonders which the LORD sent him to perform in the land of Egypt against Pharaoh, all his servants, and all his land, 12 and for all the mighty power and for all the great terror which Moses performed in the sight of all Israel.
 
The glory of God’s direct presence and communication with Moses was special.  Moses knew that the words he was to speak were the exact words of God Himself and thusly, he was sure to instruct God’s people to obey every word of it!  Deuteronomy 34 declares this fact. 


b. 1Samuel 3:19-21

NAU 1 Samuel 3:19-21  Thus Samuel grew and the LORD was with him and let none of his words fail. 20 All Israel from Dan even to Beersheba knew that Samuel was confirmed as a prophet of the LORD. 21 And the LORD appeared again at Shiloh, because the LORD revealed Himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of the LORD.

1 & 2 Samuel was not written by Samuel!  They are historical books about Samuel as a prophet but not books reflecting Samuel as the author. 


c. 1Kings 21:17-19

NAU 1 Kings 21:17-19 Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 18 "Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who is in Samaria; behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth where he has gone down to take possession of it. 19 "You shall speak to him, saying, 'Thus says the LORD, "Have you murdered and also taken possession?"' And you shall speak to him, saying, 'Thus says the LORD, "In the place where the dogs licked up the blood of Naboth the dogs will lick up your blood, even yours."'"

Again, a historical account of another prophet (Elijah) and notice that we do not have a book by Elijah!   (Don’t forget also about Oded! Cf. 2Chron. 15:8, 15:8, 28:9.)


4. Moving through the Old Testament in English, we find the writing prophets beginning with Isaiah and ending with Malachi.  These prophets are classified as “major” and “minor” simply depending on the length of their writings.  (Isaiah is major!)  They spoke into a dark part of the story.  God had promised to bless the descendants of Abraham and all the nations of the earth through them.  Yet, after God redeemed them from slavery in Egypt, gave them the law to show them how to live, and settled them in the land He had promised them—even after all that, they turned away from God.  As they became great, they disobeyed God and suffered disastrous consequences.  The prophetic books generally address at least four central themes:  the people’s disobedience, the resulting punishment, and exile from their land, a call to heed God’s word, and God’s gracious promises to restore them.  Look briefly through Isaiah 1:18-26.  What phrases evidence these four themes? 



People’s Disobedience: 

NAU Isaiah 1:18b, d "Though your sins are as scarlet, thought they are red like crimson…
NAU Isaiah 1:21 How the faithful city has become a harlot, She who was full of justice! Righteousness once lodged in her, But now murderers.
NAU Isaiah 1:22 Your silver has become dross, Your drink diluted with water.
NAU Isaiah 1:23 Your rulers are rebels And companions of thieves; Everyone loves a bribe And chases after rewards. They do not defend the orphan, Nor does the widow's plea come before them.

Resulting Punishment: 

NAU Isaiah 1:20b "But if you refuse and rebel, You will be devoured by the sword." Truly, the mouth of the LORD has spoken.
NAU Isaiah 1:24c Therefore the Lord GOD of hosts, The Mighty One of Israel, declares, "Ah, I will be relieved of My adversaries And avenge Myself on My foes.
NAU Isaiah 1:25 "I will also turn My hand against you, And will smelt away your dross as with lye And will remove all your alloy.

Call to Heed God’s Word: 

NAU Isaiah 1:18a "Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD, 
NAU Isaiah 1:19 "If you consent and obey, You will eat the best of the land;
NAU Isaiah 1:20a "But if you refuse and rebel, 
NAU Isaiah 1:26c-d "Then I will restore your judges as at the first, And your counselors as at the beginning; After that you will be called the city of righteousness, A faithful city."


5. The writing prophets pointed not only to the relatively near future of exile and restoration but also to the distant future: to the heavenly prophet who would come and perfectly fulfill all god’s promises to His people.  Comment briefly, as you read the following verses, on how the New Testament brings the climax toward which all the Old Testament prophets were pointing?  


a.  Mark 1:1-9

NAU Mark 1:1-9  The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: "BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER AHEAD OF YOU, WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY; 3 THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, 'MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT.'" 4 John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country of Judea was going out to him, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were being baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. 6 John was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt around his waist, and his diet was locusts and wild honey. 7 And he was preaching, and saying, "After me One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to stoop down and untie the thong of His sandals. 8 "I baptized you with water; but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 9 ¶ In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.

b. Hebrews 1:1-2

NAU Hebrews 1:1  God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.

Both passages point to Christ, the great everlasting prophet, priest, and king!  The heir to all things in which we will share! (cf. James 2:5; Matt. 5:3, 25:34)



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   


Day Three — Literary Context, Part I:
The Book’s Shape and Theme

1. It is crucial at the start to grasp the shape of the entire book, so that each section will find its place within the whole.  Read Isaiah 1:21-23, and then 66:10-14.  What transformation do you see in this book, which has sometimes been called a “tale of two cities”?

 NAU Isaiah 1:21-23 How the faithful city has become a harlot, She who was full of justice! Righteousness once lodged in her, But now murderers. 22 Your silver has become dross, Your drink diluted with water. 23 Your rulers are rebels And companions of thieves; Everyone loves a bribe And chases after rewards. They do not defend the orphan, Nor does the widow's plea come before them.
 
NAU Isaiah 66:10-14 "Be joyful with Jerusalem and rejoice for her, all you who love her; Be exceedingly glad with her, all you who mourn over her, 11 That you may nurse and be satisfied with her comforting breasts, That you may suck and be delighted with her bountiful bosom." 12 For thus says the LORD, "Behold, I extend peace to her like a river, And the glory of the nations like an overflowing stream; And you will be nursed, you will be carried on the hip and fondled on the knees. 13 "As one whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you; And you will be comforted in Jerusalem." 14 Then you will see this, and your heart will be glad, And your bones will flourish like the new grass; And the hand of the LORD will be made known to His servants, But He will be indignant toward His enemies.

The Indictment…
v. 21a – 	Faithful City  The Harlot
v. 21b – 	Those who love her and are glad with her  Now mourn over her
v. 22 – 	Silver  Dross; Drink  Diluted with water
v. 23a –	Rulers  Rebels and companions of thieves; Everyone loves bribes and chases after rewards (lit. Bribes).  They do not defend the orphan, nor does the widow’s plea come before them.




The Restoration…
v. 10 – 	Those who love Jerusalem and were mourning over her will be glad and rejoice.
v. 11 – A metaphor for divine intimacy with and of God’s provision and comfort; demonstrating that this supply for God is all that is needed in this glorious rebirth (cf. vv. 7-9)! 
vv. 12-13 – A continuation of the theme of God’s provision, intimacy, and comfort! 
v. 14 – A continuation but with a twist that mocks those who dismissed the promise of future glory, restoration, and comfort (cf. vv. 5-6).and a continued indictment  against those who reject God and His word and promises!

Judah’s center was Jerusalem, and the center of Jerusalem was the temple of Mount Zion.  This was the place where God showed His presence with His people and where they came to worship and offer sacrifices.  Isaiah uses Jerusalem, as we shall see, to mean not only the physical city but also the spiritual reality to which that city points: the New Jerusalem, the people of God gathered in His presence forever.  The overarching shape of Isaiah’s prophecy might be expressed as the transformation of Jerusalem from disobedience and destruction to eternal life and communion with God.  


2. But there’s more.  This transformation will be accomplished through a particular figure, one who in Isaiah’s first section rules as the perfect king, in contrast with the imperfect kings on every side. 

a. After the Preface in chapters 1-5 comes the opening call to Isaiah in chapter 6. What do you notice about the king in Isaiah 6:1? 

NAU Isaiah 6:1  In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.

This is Holy one of Israel, the great God King who sits above all other kings.  He continues then to make His call to Isaiah as His mouthpiece! 

b. The book’s first main section (chapter 7-39) is framed by two “bookend” stories of kings under attack. What similarities do you notice in Isaiah 7:1-8 and 36:1-2. 

NAU Isaiah 7:1-8  Now it came about in the days of Ahaz, the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Aram and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up to Jerusalem to wage war against it, but could not conquer it. 2 When it was reported to the house of David, saying, "The Arameans have camped in Ephraim," his heart and the hearts of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake with the wind. 
3 Then the LORD said to Isaiah, "Go out now to meet Ahaz, you and your son Shear-jashub, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool, on the highway to the fuller's field, 4 and say to him, 'Take care and be calm, have no fear and do not be fainthearted because of these two stubs of smoldering firebrands, on account of the fierce anger of Rezin and Aram and the son of Remaliah. 5 'Because Aram, with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah, has planned evil against you, saying, 6 "Let us go up against Judah and terrorize it, and make for ourselves a breach in its walls and set up the son of Tabeel as king in the midst of it," 7 thus says the Lord GOD: "It shall not stand nor shall it come to pass. 8 "For the head of Aram is Damascus and the head of Damascus is Rezin (now within another 65 years Ephraim will be shattered, so that it is no longer a people),

NAU Isaiah 36:1-2  Now in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and seized them. 2 And the king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem to King Hezekiah with a large army. And he stood by the conduit of the upper pool on the highway of the fuller's field.

Nota bene: 
Shear-jashub - a remnant shall escape or return (i.e., to God), a symbolical name which the prophet Isaiah gave to his son (Isa. 7:3), perhaps his eldest son.

7:3 & 36:2 both show that these events begin “by the conduit of the upper pool on the highway of the fuller's field.” 

From Fausset’s Bible Dictionary: Isa. 7:3; 36:2. The "conduit of the upper pool was in the highway (the raised causeway) of the fullers' field," which would be in a position near water for washing, previous to drying and bleaching the cloth. The Assyrian army advanced on Jerusalem from the N. (Isa. 10:28-32), the only accessible side for a host; Enrogel was on the S.E. But Rabshakeh and his companions probably left the army, and advanced along the E. of mount Moriah to Enrogel, to a convenient place under the temple walls for speaking.


3. First, then, chapters 1-39 focus on the king, through prophecies based in the Assyrian-dominated period leading to the northern kingdom’s fall and exile.. The second large section (chapters 40-55) focuses on a servant  figure, looking ahead to the suffering of Judah during its exile under the Babylonians.  These chapters also foresee the suffering of the Servant who will come to redeem this suffering people.  Read and comment briefly on Isaiah 42:1-4.

NAU Isaiah 46:1-4 Bel has bowed down, Nebo stoops over; Their images are consigned to the beasts and the cattle. The things that you carry are burdensome, A load for the weary beast. 2 They stooped over, they have bowed down together; They could not rescue the burden, But have themselves gone into captivity. 3 "Listen to Me, O house of Jacob, And all the remnant of the house of Israel, You who have been borne by Me from birth And have been carried from the womb; 4 Even to your old age I will be the same, And even to your graying years I will bear you! I have done it, and I will carry you; And I will bear you and I will deliver you.

From ISBE: <bel>, <bal> (Heb: bel): Appellative name of a Bah god (compare BAAL), in the Old Testament and Apocrypha identified with Marduk or Merodach, the tutelary deity of Babylon (compare Isa 46:1; Jer 51:44; Baruch 6:41). 
<ne'-bo> (Heb: nebho; Assyrian Nabu): The Babylonian god of literature and science. In the Babylonian mythology he is represented as the son and interpreter of Bel-merodach (compare Isa 46:1; Bel and Nebo there represent Babylon). His own special shrine was at Borsippo. His planet was Mercury. His name enters into Biblical names, as "Nebuchadnezzar," and perhaps "Abed-nego" (Dan 1:7, for "Abed-nebo, servant of Nebo"). 

The false gods of the north cannot save nor comfort for they are but stone images of beasts.  God through the great suffering servant will nurture and deliver His chosen people who were chosen by Him before the foundation of the World (John 17:24; Eph. 1:4; 1Peter 1:20) and are made in His image (Gen 1:26-27; 6:9; 1Cor. 11:7).  

Cf. NAU Isaiah 42:1-4  "Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 "He will not cry out or raise His voice, Nor make His voice heard in the street. 3 "A bruised reed He will not break And a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish; He will faithfully bring forth justice. 4 "He will not be disheartened or crushed Until He has established justice in the earth; And the coastlands will wait expectantly for His law."
 

4. Finally, in chapters 56-66, which foresee the return from exile (and a restoration that stretches far into the future), Isaiah envisions a conqueror who will restore God’s people.  Read and comment briefly on Isaiah 61:1-7.

NAU Isaiah 61:1-7 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, Because the LORD has anointed me To bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to captives And freedom to prisoners; 2 To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD And the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn, 3 To grant those who mourn in Zion, Giving them a garland instead of ashes, The oil of gladness instead of mourning, The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting. So they will be called oaks of righteousness, The planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified. 4 Then they will rebuild the ancient ruins, They will raise up the former devastations; And they will repair the ruined cities, The desolations of many generations. 5 Strangers will stand and pasture your flocks, And foreigners will be your farmers and your vinedressers. 6 But you will be called the priests of the LORD; You will be spoken of as ministers of our God. You will eat the wealth of nations, And in their riches you will boast. 7 Instead of your shame you will have a double portion, And instead of humiliation they will shout for joy over their portion. Therefore they will possess a double portion in their land, Everlasting joy will be theirs.

This is the second appearance of the anointed One (see 49:1-6; and again in 66, foc. 1-7).  It is a glorious account of God’s restoration of God’s people and the land on which they live which will provide an abundance of life giving nourishment for which they will not have to work! This is a far eschatological vision!  


Many modern commenters have noted these sections and claimed the existence of two or three different writers of this book.  After all, how could one man living when Isaiah lived foresee all the events prophesied in these chapters?  The word is “prophesied,” which implies a message given by god, who knows all of history before it happens.  The words God gave Isaiah form a unified book, one that reveals a God who not only knows but indeed sovereignly determines all of human history—for His glorious saving purposes in the one who is the King, the Servant of the Lord and the eternal Conqueror.  Through this one the Lord will save His people forever in that new Jerusalem.  This is the overarching and consistent theme of Isaiah’s prophecy.  

For a summary review of Isaiah’s shape, please consult he outline on pages 355-56 (of the study book). 



Day Four — Literary Context, Part II:
The Book’s Shape and Theme

Isaiah is celebrated as literary masterpiece not only because of its beautifully unified shape but also because of its masterful use of language.  Critics have discerned a difference in style between the first section (chapters 1-39) and the other: the first sections communicates in  more of preaching style, with perhaps less-exalted poetry than the rest of the  book.  It does not necessarily follow, however, that different writers were at work.  Isaiah, at different times in his life, had varying and probably increasing amounts of time, experience, and understanding from which to draw in his inspired writing.  His growing poetic depth only enhances the book’s consistent thematic focus.

1. Isaiah combines varying writing style throughout.  What differences do you note in style and subject between chapters 35 and 36? 

Chapter 35 is poetic (similes / metaphors)—Chapter 36 is Prose/Historical Outline (the who, what, when, where, why) of the Events between Israel and Assyria (mainly Sennacherib). 

Chapter 35 is the climax of the Woe chapters of 33-35 that —Chapter 36 is recounts the treachery of Assyria and Sennacherib (treachery/betray(er) cf. 21:2; 24:16; 33:1).

Chapter 35 sets rekindles the hope found in the redeemer warrior of God who will heal them and bring them joy and righteousness—Chapter 36 recounts Hezekiah’s attempt to call the people to faith and trust in God as their protector then Rabshakeh (cup bearer then Chief Officer)—Chapter 37 makes another indictment against Israel and Judah (Daughter of Zion).

The whole book of Isaiah combines poetry (as in chapter 35) with prose (as in chapter 36).  Some of the prose tells a story in narrative form, as in chapter 36, and some is closer to poetry (see chapter 4).

We should notice the poetry! Hebrew poetry is characterized by units of parallel meaning, which we see in line balanced against each other—usually with the second (and sometimes a third) line indented.  Three kinds of parallelism are generally acknowledged: 

Sometimes the second line continues the meaning of the first (synthetic parallelism).
Sometimes the second line contrasts with the meaning of the first (antithetic parallelism).
Sometimes the second line repeats in some way the meaning of the first (synonymous parallelism).

2. In Isaiah 1:3, for example, we find two sets of synonymous parallelism.  How does each second line deepen while basically repeating the thought of the first? 

NAU Isaiah 1:3:
 "An ox knows its owner, Synonymous

And a donkey its master's manger, Antithetical


But Israel does not know, 	Synonymous

My people do not understand."

Isaiah uses such symbolism as in 8:7 where he actually explains the symbolic parallelism:

NAU Isaiah 8:7-8:
 "Now therefore, behold, the Lord is about to bring on them the strong and abundant waters of the Euphrates, 
Even the king of Assyria and all his glory; 

And it will rise up over all its channels and go over all its banks.
8 "Then it will sweep on into Judah, it will overflow and pass through, 

It will reach even to the neck; And the spread of its wings will fill the breadth of your land, O Immanuel.


Knows/Know -  [d;y"  (yada) – To know deeper than with a superficial acquaintance.   A deep personal relationship.


The passage deepens by getting more personal...









2. In light of what we have seen so far, what would you pray as you begin to study this book?  Write a prayer, asking God for his own guidance as you study, and thanking him for the gift of his revelation to us in Isaiah. 


Lesson 2 – (Isaiah 1)
The Lord Call the Court To Order

Just as chapters 1-5 offer a preface to the whole book, so chapter 1 itself beautifully lays out the central themes to come: sinful disobedience, God’s just punishment, his call to listen, and his promised restoration.  We have seen the opening verse, which introduces the prophet, his message, and his historical context.  Not much is known about Isaiah the man or his father Amoz.  We shall see that Isaiah was married and had children.  His open access to kings and priest might well indicate a prominent Judean family.  One other fact is foundational as we enter this book, and it recalls the main theme: Isaiah’s name means “The Lord saves.”



Day One—The Lord Lays out the Charges
(Isaiah 1:1-8)

1. Isaiah’s opening appeal calls the whole universe to attention!  Many have noted that god’s first words ring out like charges in a universe-wide courtroom.  In Isaiah 1:2-3, in what ways does the Lord’s initial statement reveal both love and judgment? 


NAU Isaiah 1:2 Listen, O heavens, and hear, O earth; For the LORD speaks, "Sons I have reared and brought up, But they have revolted against Me. 3 "An ox knows its owner, And a donkey its master's manger, But Israel does not know, My people do not understand."  
(cf. 1:12 When you appear before Me, Who requires of you this trampling of My Courts?)

Love: “Sons, I heave reared and brought you up.”  “A Donkey knows it manger.”

Sons: NAU Exodus 4:22 "Then you shall say to Pharaoh, 'Thus says the LORD, "Israel is My son, My firstborn.

Judgment: “Israel does not know his master…my people do not understand.

The heavens and Earth are summoned: 
NAU Deuteronomy 4:26 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that you will surely perish quickly from the land where you are going over the Jordan to possess it. You shall not live long on it, but will be utterly destroyed.

NAU Psalm 50:4-6 He summons the heavens above, And the earth, to judge His people: 5 "Gather My godly ones to Me, Those who have made a covenant with Me by sacrifice." 6 And the heavens declare His righteousness, For God Himself is judge. Selah.

Rejoice when the greatness of God’s sovereignty is announced:
NAU 1 Chronicles 16:31 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; And let them say among the nations, "The LORD reigns."

Praise Him for Salvation:
NAU Psalm 69:34 Let heaven and earth praise Him, The seas and everything that moves in them. 35 For God will save Zion and build the cities of Judah, That they may dwell there and possess it.

Israel is the one whom God made new:
NAU Genesis 32:27 So he said to him, "What is your name?" And he said, "Jacob." 28 He said, "Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel; for you have striven with God and with men and have prevailed."

My People = Exclusive Election: 
NAU Exodus 6:6-7 "Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, 'I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. 7 'Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.


God’s People are expected to have a distinctive life: 
NAU Exodus 19:4-6 'You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings, and brought you to Myself. 5 'Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; 6 and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel."  
(cf. 1Peter 2:5, 9; Revelation 1:6)

Know ([d;y" yada) = Intimate personal relationship.


2. In the lament (an expression of grief) of Isaiah 1:4, the heart of the problem is revealed.  In the three grouping of parallel lines, how does each second (and that third) line move on to reveal an even deeper level of Israel’s sinfulness? 

NAU Isaiah 1:4 Alas, sinful nation, People weighed down with iniquity, Offspring of evildoers, Sons who act corruptly! They have abandoned the LORD, They have despised the Holy One of Israel, They have turned away from Him.

1) Alas, sinful nation, People weighed down with iniquity,
2) Offspring of evildoers, Sons who act corruptly!
3) They have abandoned the LORD,           They have turned away from Him.


                                
                                 They have despised the Holy One of Israel, 


3. The designation “Holy One of Israel” (v. 4) occurs relatedly throughout Isaiah, pulling together all parts of the book with this consistent view of god—whose holiness implies not only moral perfection but also uniqueness, separateness, otherness.  List all the names for god you find in this first chapter.  Comment briefly on each, and on their cumulative effect here at the start. 
 


Isaiah - The Lord Saves Study.docx 	(all quotations are from Motyer’s commentary unless stated otherwise)	Page 132
1:2 Master
1:3 Owner, Master
1:4 the Holy One of Israel
1:9 Lord of hosts
1:10 Our God
1:11 Lord
1:18 Lord
1:20 Lord
1:24 Lord God of Hosts, The Mighty One of Israel
1:28 Lord



4. Sin against such a Holy One has disastrous results.  How does the picture in Isaiah 1:5-6 vividly communicate these results:  What details stand out to you, and why?
  
NAU Isaiah 1:5-6 Where will you be stricken again, As you continue in your rebellion? The whole head is sick And the whole heart is faint. 6 From the sole of the foot even to the head There is nothing sound in it, Only bruises, welts and raw wounds, Not pressed out or bandaged, Nor softened with oil.

The portrait of Dorian Gray! 

Cf. 1:22 Silver becomes dross (pure becomes the impurities).  Not only that, but there is no attempt to heal the wounds!


5. Even the land shows (and will show even more vividly) the effects of the people’s sin.  Consult the notes given, and then comment on Isaiah 1:7-8. What do these verses make you see and feel, as you read them line by line? 
  
NAU Isaiah 1:7-8 Your land is desolate, Your cities are burned with fire, Your fields-- strangers are devouring them in your presence; It is desolation, as overthrown by strangers. 8 The daughter of Zion is left like a shelter in a vineyard, Like a watchman's hut in a cucumber field, like a besieged city.

Notes: 
The phrase “daughter of Zion” personifies the nation of God’s people, picturing them all as one person, as do vv. 5-6.  Zion refers to Jerusalem (cf. Lesson One, Day Three), so “Zion’s daughter” would picture those who have been raised and nurtured as God’s people in this place.
At harvest time, workers in the fields and vineyards would construct and live in booths or temporary huts, which were abandoned to decay after the harvest. 

Day Two—The Lord Convicts But Makes An Offer
(Isaiah 1:9-20)

1. Read the background on the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 18:16-21 and 18:23-29.  Then read Isaiah 1:9-10 and comment on how these two verses evidence both judgment and mercy.   

NAU Genesis 18:16-21 Then the men rose up from there, and looked down toward Sodom; and Abraham was walking with them to send them off. 17 The LORD said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, 18 since Abraham will surely become a great and mighty nation, and in him all the nations of the earth will be blessed? 19 "For I have chosen him, so that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring upon Abraham what He has spoken about him." 20 And the LORD said, "The outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah is indeed great, and their sin is exceedingly grave. 21 "I will go down now, and see if they have done entirely according to its outcry, which has come to Me; and if not, I will know."

NAU Genesis 19:23-29 The sun had risen over the earth when Lot came to Zoar. 
24 Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven, 25 and He overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground. 26 But his wife, from behind him, looked back, and she became a pillar of salt. 27 Now Abraham arose early in the morning and went to the place where he had stood before the LORD; 28 and he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the valley, and he saw, and behold, the smoke of the land ascended like the smoke of a furnace. 
29 Thus it came about, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in which Lot lived.
NAU Isaiah 1:9-10 Unless the LORD of hosts Had left us a few survivors, We would be like Sodom, We would be like Gomorrah. 10 Hear the word of the LORD, You rulers of Sodom; Give ear to the instruction of our God, You people of Gomorrah.

Motyer: “Into this situation where forsaking the Lord has brought the nation to the end of its tether, internally (6) and externally (7-8), comes the unmerited factor of divine preservation.  There is a point at which the Lord sets his fence around his people and says ‘No’ to the consequences of sin and the power of the foe…Judge and Savior are one.”

Listen (1:2) becomes Hear the word of the LORD (1:10). 

2. Isaiah 1:11-15 again lets us hear God’s voice directly, as he unfolds his charges against his people.  
Note: The practices mentioned had been commanded by God in the Mosaic law, in order to show his redeemed people how they were to worship him.  “New moons,” for example, were the sacrifices commanded at each month’s beginning.  

NAU Isaiah 1:11-15 "What are your multiplied sacrifices to Me?" Says the LORD. "I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams And the fat of fed cattle; And I take no pleasure in the blood of bulls, lambs or goats. 12 "When you come to appear before Me, Who requires of you this trampling of My courts? 13 "Bring your worthless offerings no longer, Incense is an abomination to Me. New moon and sabbath, the calling of assemblies-- I cannot endure iniquity and the solemn assembly. 14 "I hate your new moon festivals and your appointed feasts, They have become a burden to Me; I am weary of bearing them. 15 "So when you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide My eyes from you; Yes, even though you multiply prayers, I will not listen. Your hands are covered with blood.


a. Write down all the words and phrases that show God’s attitude toward these practices at this point in Israel’s history. 

"I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams And the fat of fed cattle; And I take no pleasure in the blood of bulls, lambs or goats.
Who requires of you this trampling of My courts
Bring your worthless offerings no longer, Incense is an abomination to Me
I cannot endure iniquity and the solemn assembly.
I hate your new moon festivals and your appointed feasts, They have become a burden to Me; I am weary of bearing them. 
Your hands are covered with blood.

b. What words and phrases help explain why God would hate practices the he had commanded?  To what is God responding here?

13b: I cannon endure iniquity and the solemn assembly.
15b: Your hands are covered with blood.
Outward Signs ≠ Inward Reality
Mat. 23:27; Luke 11:44; Acts 23:3





3. List the specific commands in Isaiah 1:16-17 that reveal what the Holy One of Israel requires of those who would come into his presence.  Then consider how you might group these commands, what sort of heading you might give to each group, and why they are in this order.  Write down any other responses or observations you have concerning these commands.  Note: the fatherless and the widow would have been among the most helpless in society, lacking the protection of a man. 

NAU Isaiah 1:16-17 "Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Remove the evil of your deeds from My sight. 

Cease to do evil, 17 Learn to do good; Seek justice, 

Reprove the ruthless, Defend the orphan, Plead for the widow.

What the Lord requires: 

Towards God – Cleansing: (16abc)
Wash yourselves
Make yourselves clean
Remove the evil of your deeds from My sight

In Personal Life – Reformation/Repentance: (16d-17b)
Cease to do evil
Learn to do good
Seek justice

In Society: (17c-e)
Reprove the ruthless
Defend the orphan
Plead for the widow

They are in an Aristotelian order. 


4.  Our response might well include a sense of inadequacy to obey all these commands.  Consider how Isaiah 1:18-20 brings comforting closure to this section—as well as leaving some unanswered questions.  Spend some time musing on these verses.  

NAU Isaiah 1:18-20 "Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD, "Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They will be like wool. 19 "If you consent and obey, You will eat the best of the land; 20 "But if you refuse and rebel, You will be devoured by the sword." Truly, the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

a. How does the Lord (who made us and knows us) appeal here to all parts of our being: mind, heart, imagination, etc.?

Heart – Come now, You will eat the best of the land, 
Mind – Reason together, If you consent and obey, But if you refuse and rebel
Imagination – Scarlet sins becoming white as snow—like wool (purification), You will eat the best of the land.

Heart and mind combine to work the imagination! 

Motyer: “Willing, obedient, resist and rebel require a response of will and deed.  Obedience is not salvation by works.  The first obedience is to the command to wash (16) and to come (18), and only thereafter are they to obey in a life conformed to the law of God.

NAU Isaiah 1:16 "Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Remove the evil of your deeds from My sight. Cease to do evil,

NAU Isaiah 1:2 Listen, O heavens, and hear, O earth; For the LORD speaks, "Sons I have reared and brought up, But they have revolted against Me.

NAU Isaiah 1:10 Hear the word of the LORD, You rulers of Sodom; Give ear to the instruction of our God, You people of Gomorrah.

NAU Isaiah 1:7 Your land is desolate, Your cities are burned with fire, Your fields-- strangers are devouring them in your presence; It is desolation, as overthrown by strangers.

NAU Isaiah 5:25-30 On this account the anger of the LORD has burned against His people, And He has stretched out His hand against them and struck them down. And the mountains quaked, and their corpses lay like refuse in the middle of the streets. For all this His anger is not spent, But His hand is still stretched out. 26 He will also lift up a standard to the distant nation, And will whistle for it from the ends of the earth; And behold, it will come with speed swiftly. 27 No one in it is weary or stumbles, None slumbers or sleeps; Nor is the belt at its waist undone, Nor its sandal strap broken. 28 Its arrows are sharp and all its bows are bent; The hoofs of its horses seem like flint and its chariot wheels like a whirlwind. 29 Its roaring is like a lioness, and it roars like young lions; It growls as it seizes the prey And carries it off with no one to deliver it. 30 And it will growl over it in that day like the roaring of the sea. If one looks to the land, behold, there is darkness and distress; Even the light is darkened by its clouds.

NAU Isaiah 1:18 "Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD, "Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They will be like wool.

Reason together - xk;y"   yakah – often used as a legal/forensic term (cf. 2:4; 11:4; Gen 31:27.  

That the Lord as judge is calling us to the bench! 

NAU Isaiah 2:4 And He will judge between the nations, And will render decisions for many peoples; And they will hammer their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again will they learn war.

NAU Isaiah 11:3-4 And He will delight in the fear of the LORD, And He will not judge by what His eyes see, Nor make a decision by what His ears hear; 4 But with righteousness He will judge the poor, And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked.

NAU Genesis 31:37 "Though you have felt through all my goods, what have you found of all your household goods? Set it here before my kinsmen and your kinsmen, that they may decide between us two.


b. Contrast the two alternative paths and the results promised.  

A1 – The command to enjoy cleansing (16a-c)
	B1 – The command to enter new life (16d-17)
A2 – The invitation to enjoy cleansing (18)
	B2 – The alternatives of death or life (19-20)

c. How does the final line of v.20 rightly conclude this section?  What other verses in this chapter does this verse echo? 

NAU Isaiah 1:20 "But if you refuse and rebel, You will be devoured by the sword." Truly, the mouth of the LORD has spoken.  

Motyer:  For the mouth of the LORD has spoken is a direct attribution of Isaiah’s word to the Lord himself (cf. verses 2, 10).  Inspiration covered both what the prophet says and how he worded it.  The Lord’s judgments are to be executed by the sword, i.e. an invading enemy (cf. v 7; 5:25-30). 

NAU Isaiah 1:2 Listen, O heavens, and hear, O earth; For the LORD speaks, "Sons I have reared and brought up, But they have revolted against Me.

NAU Deuteronomy 4:26 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that you will surely perish quickly from the land where you are going over the Jordan to possess it. You shall not live long on it, but will be utterly destroyed.

NAU Deuteronomy 32:1 "Give ear, O heavens, and let me speak; And let the earth hear the words of my mouth.

NAU Micah 1:2 Hear, O peoples, all of you; Listen, O earth and all it contains, And let the Lord GOD be a witness against you, The Lord from His holy temple.

NAU Psalm 50:4 He summons the heavens above, And the earth, to judge His people:
NAU Jeremiah 6:19 "Hear, O earth: behold, I am bringing disaster on this people, The fruit of their plans, Because they have not listened to My words, And as for My law, they have rejected it also.



Day Three—It’s the Story of a City
(Isaiah 1:21-26)

1. What progression do you see in relation to this city in Isaiah 1:21-26?  What words stand out to you?    

NAU Isaiah 1:21-26 How the faithful city has become a harlot, She who was full of justice! Righteousness once lodged in her, But now murderers. 22 Your silver has become dross, Your drink diluted with water. 23 Your rulers are rebels And companions of thieves; Everyone loves a bribe And chases after rewards. They do not defend the orphan, Nor does the widow's plea come before them. 24 Therefore the Lord GOD of hosts, The Mighty One of Israel, declares, "Ah, I will be relieved of My adversaries And avenge Myself on My foes. 25 "I will also turn My hand against you, And will smelt away your dross as with lye And will remove all your alloy. 26 "Then I will restore your judges as at the first, And your counselors as at the beginning; After that you will be called the city of righteousness, A faithful city."

A1 – The collapse of the faithful city (21a)
B1 – Past and present contrasted: justice replaced by murder (21b)
C1 – Metaphor: values turned to dross (22)
D1 – The corrupt rulers (23)Comparison of Man’s Corruption with the Holiness of God


D2 – The divine Sovereign (24) 
C2 – Metaphor: dross purged (25)
B2 – Past and future identified: justice restored in true judges (26a)
A2 – The restoration of the faithful city (26b)

2. The chapter’s tone continues with another lament, the first part of which (vv. 21-23) describes further the sin of Jerusalem—that is, of God’s people.  The first picture here is not unique to Isaiah.  Read Jeremiah 2:20 and Hosea 1:2, as well as Isaiah 1:21. Comment on this picture and the various aspects of what it communicates.     

NAU Isaiah 1:21-23 How the faithful city has become a harlot, She who was full of justice! Righteousness once lodged in her, But now murderers. 22 Your silver has become dross, Your drink diluted with water. 23 Your rulers are rebels And companions of thieves; Everyone loves a bribe And chases after rewards. They do not defend the orphan, Nor does the widow's plea come before them.

NAU Jeremiah 2:20 "For long ago I broke your yoke And tore off your bonds; But you said, 'I will not serve!' For on every high hill And under every green tree You have lain down as a harlot.

NAU Hosea 1:2  When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, "Go, take to yourself a wife of harlotry and have children of harlotry; for the land commits flagrant harlotry, forsaking the LORD."

Motyer: “Here is the same movement as in verse 22: the sin of rebellion towards God and the sins of self-seeking (theft and graft) and lack of car for others.  The widow and orphan are test cases of the quality of biblical society (Ex. 22:22; Deut. 14:29; 16:11-14).  The Lord looks to His people to be like Him (cf. Deut. 10:18; Ps. 10:4; 68:5), but as in verse 21 no-one was allowed to stand in the way of self-advantage (murderers), so here everything is subordinate to self-interest so that those who bring needs rather than gifts are dismissed without thought.”



The widow and orphan are test cases of the quality of biblical society: 

NAU Exodus 22:22 "You shall not afflict any widow or orphan.

NAU Deuteronomy 14:29 "The Levite, because he has no portion or inheritance among you, and the alien, the orphan and the widow who are in your town, shall come and eat and be satisfied, in order that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hand which you do.

NAU Deuteronomy 16:11-14 and you shall rejoice before the LORD your God, you and your son and your daughter and your male and female servants and the Levite who is in your town, and the stranger and the orphan and the widow who are in your midst, in the place where the LORD your God chooses to establish His name. 12 "You shall remember that you were a slave in Egypt, and you shall be careful to observe these statutes. 
13 "You shall celebrate the Feast of Booths seven days after you have gathered in from your threshing floor and your wine vat; 14 and you shall rejoice in your feast, you and your son and your daughter and your male and female servants and the Levite and the stranger and the orphan and the widow who are in your towns.

The Lord looks to His people to be like Him:

NAU Deuteronomy 10:18 "He executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and shows His love for the alien by giving him food and clothing.

NAU Proverbs 10:4 Poor is he who works with a negligent hand,  But the hand of the diligent makes rich.

NAU Psalm 68:5 A father of the fatherless and a judge for the widows, Is God in His holy habitation.


Jer. 2:20: The Lord took away their bonds of slavery  in Egypt yet they still refused the serve the Holy One of Israel…not simply so, but CONTINUALLY (on every hill and under every green tree)!

NAU Jeremiah 2:20 "For long ago I broke your yoke And tore off your bonds; But you said, 'I will not serve!' For on every high hill And under every green tree You have lain down as a harlot.

Hos. 1:2: “Wife of Harlotry” – Continual way of life.  “and have children” – reflects the continual propagation of sin through that PATTERN of live!

NAU Hosea 1:2  When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, "Go, take to yourself a wife of harlotry and have children of harlotry; for the land commits flagrant harlotry, forsaking the LORD."

3. Observe the sins described in Isaiah 1:21-23.  Is there a common thread or two?  Consider, too, how these evils specifically negate the commands in Isaiah 1:16-17. 

NAU Isaiah 1:21-23 How the faithful city has become a harlot, She who was full of justice! Righteousness once lodged in her, But now murderers. 22 Your silver has become dross, Your drink diluted with water. 23 Your rulers are rebels And companions of thieves; Everyone loves a bribe And chases after rewards. They do not defend the orphan, Nor does the widow's plea come before them.

NAU Isaiah 1:16-17 "Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Remove the evil of your deeds from My sight. Cease to do evil, 17 Learn to do good; Seek justice, Reprove the ruthless, Defend the orphan, Plead for the widow.

There is a theme (Kidner) of “Vanished glory; even the metaphors for it tail off from the tragic to the trivial (wife. . . silver. . .wine).  Only the moral loss is lamented: not David’s empire or Solomon’s wealth, simply their justice.  Alongside this theme, however, larger issues are afoot.  In the first part of this opening section (2-9) Isaiah did not look to the future but noted the element of divine preservation in the history of the people (9).  In section two (10-20) alternative futures were offered (18-20), conditional on the people’s response to the divine command.  Here, however, the future is embraced by the same divine sovereignty which has preserved in the past: I will. . .  purge. . .  I will restore (25-26).  In the last analysis, the Lord will not go back on His promises to David; the beginning is the paradigm for the end.”  

4. This is the low point, at which the names and the might person of the Lord God enter, bringing the only possible solution to the problem.  Muse on Isaiah 1:24-26.  

NAU Isaiah 1:24-26 Therefore the Lord GOD of hosts, The Mighty One of Israel, declares, "Ah, I will be relieved of My adversaries And avenge Myself on My foes.  25 "I will also turn My hand against you, And will smelt away your dross as with lye And will remove all your alloy. 26 "Then I will restore your judges as at the first, And your counselors as at the beginning; After that you will be called the city of righteousness, A faithful city."

NAU Isaiah 49:26 "I will feed your oppressors with their own flesh, And they will become drunk with their own blood as with sweet wine; And all flesh will know that I, the LORD, am your Savior And your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob."

NAU Isaiah 60:16 "You will also suck the milk of nations And suck the breast of kings; Then you will know that I, the LORD, am your Savior And your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.


a. In Isaiah 1:24-25, as God addressed His people, what is shocking in His words? What is full of hope? Note: “smelt away your dross” refers to a process of exposing gold or silver to fire in order to burn away impurities.  What verse does this recall? 


NAU Ezekiel 22:19-22 "Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, 'Because all of you have become dross, therefore, behold, I am going to gather you into the midst of Jerusalem. 20 'As they gather silver and bronze and iron and lead and tin into the furnace to blow fire on it in order to melt it, so I will gather you in My anger and in My wrath and I will lay you there and melt you. 21 'I will gather you and blow on you with the fire of My wrath, and you will be melted in the midst of it. 22 'As silver is melted in the furnace, so you will be melted in the midst of it; and you will know that I, the LORD, have poured out My wrath on you.'"

NAU Malachi 3:3 "He will sit as a smelter and purifier of silver, and He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, so that they may present to the LORD offerings in righteousness.




As Isaiah now turns our gaze to the Supreme Holy King of Israel.  There is no shrinking back from the emphasis upon God’s divine power exercised supremely upon His enemies… as well as Chosen People in restoration of His entire kingdom (v. 25 also v. 22-will smelt away YOUR dross)! 


b. In Isaiah 1:26, what does this third “I will” aim to accomplish? 

I will – usually denotes HOSTILE action!  It emphasized His entire sovereignty over everything that exists. 

NAU Psalm 81:14 "I would quickly subdue their enemies And turn My hand against their adversaries.

Yet, restoration is still promised as indicated in v. 25.  


c. Day five of this lesson will get to this question, but let’s begin to ask it here: in Isaiah 1:24-26, what can we learn about God? 

God’s purposes are centered on His holiness and mercy! Mercy that that smelts away sin as He restores His holy people!   Davidic Restoration is the CLIMAX!  

Jerusalem becomes a capital city under David: 

NAU 2 Samuel 5:6-9 Now the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, and they said to David, "You shall not come in here, but the blind and lame will turn you away"; thinking, "David cannot enter here." 7 Nevertheless, David captured the stronghold of Zion, that is the city of David. 8 David said on that day, "Whoever would strike the Jebusites, let him reach the lame and the blind, who are hated by David's soul, through the water tunnel." Therefore they say, "The blind or the lame shall not come into the house." 9 So David lived in the stronghold and called it the city of David. And David built all around from the Millo and inward.
 

The Davidic Promises: 

NAU 2 Samuel 7 Now it came about when the king lived in his house, and the LORD had given him rest on every side from all his enemies, 2 that the king said to Nathan the prophet, "See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells within tent curtains." 3 Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that is in your mind, for the LORD is with you."
 4 But in the same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying, 5 "Go and say to My servant David, 'Thus says the LORD, "Are you the one who should build Me a house to dwell in? 6 "For I have not dwelt in a house since the day I brought up the sons of Israel from Egypt, even to this day; but I have been moving about in a tent, even in a tabernacle. 7 "Wherever I have gone with all the sons of Israel, did I speak a word with one of the tribes of Israel, which I commanded to shepherd My people Israel, saying, 'Why have you not built Me a house of cedar?'"' 8 "Now therefore, thus you shall say to My servant David, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, "I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My people Israel. 9 "I have been with you wherever you have gone and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make you a great name, like the names of the great men who are on the earth. 10 "I will also appoint a place for My people Israel and will plant them, that they may live in their own place and not be disturbed again, nor will the wicked afflict them any more as formerly, 11 even from the day that I commanded judges to be over My people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. The LORD also declares to you that the LORD will make a house for you. 12 "When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 "He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 "I will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of men and the strokes of the sons of men, 15 but My lovingkindness shall not depart from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 "Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever."'" 17 In accordance with all these words and all this vision, so Nathan spoke to David. 
18 Then David the king went in and sat before the LORD, and he said, "Who am I, O Lord GOD, and what is my house, that You have brought me this far? 19 "And yet this was insignificant in Your eyes, O Lord GOD, for You have spoken also of the house of Your servant concerning the distant future. And this is the custom of man, O Lord GOD. 20 "Again what more can David say to You? For You know Your servant, O Lord GOD! 21 "For the sake of Your word, and according to Your own heart, You have done all this greatness to let Your servant know. 22 "For this reason You are great, O Lord GOD; for there is none like You, and there is no God besides You, according to all that we have heard with our ears. 23 "And what one nation on the earth is like Your people Israel, whom God went to redeem for Himself as a people and to make a name for Himself, and to do a great thing for You and awesome things for Your land, before Your people whom You have redeemed for Yourself from Egypt, from nations and their gods? 24 "For You have established for Yourself Your people Israel as Your own people forever, and You, O LORD, have become their God. 25 "Now therefore, O LORD God, the word that You have spoken concerning Your servant and his house, confirm it forever, and do as You have spoken, 26 that Your name may be magnified forever, by saying, 'The LORD of hosts is God over Israel'; and may the house of Your servant David be established before You. 27 "For You, O LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, have made a revelation to Your servant, saying, 'I will build you a house'; therefore Your servant has found courage to pray this prayer to You. 28 "Now, O Lord GOD, You are God, and Your words are truth, and You have promised this good thing to Your servant. 29 "Now therefore, may it please You to bless the house of Your servant, that it may continue forever before You. For You, O Lord GOD, have spoken; and with Your blessing may the house of Your servant be blessed forever."


NAU Psalm 89 A Maskil of Ethan the Ezrahite. I will sing of the lovingkindness of the LORD forever; To all generations I will make known Your faithfulness with my mouth. 2 For I have said, "Lovingkindness will be built up forever; In the heavens You will establish Your faithfulness." 3 "I have made a covenant with My chosen; I have sworn to David My servant, 4 I will establish your seed forever And build up your throne to all generations." Selah. 5 The heavens will praise Your wonders, O LORD; Your faithfulness also in the assembly of the holy ones. 6 For who in the skies is comparable to the LORD? Who among the sons of the mighty is like the LORD, 7 A God greatly feared in the council of the holy ones, And awesome above all those who are around Him? 8 O LORD God of hosts, who is like You, O mighty LORD? Your faithfulness also surrounds You. 9 You rule the swelling of the sea; When its waves rise, You still them. 10 You Yourself crushed Rahab like one who is slain; You scattered Your enemies with Your mighty arm. 11 The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; The world and all it contains, You have founded them. 12 The north and the south, You have created them; Tabor and Hermon shout for joy at Your name. 13 You have a strong arm; Your hand is mighty, Your right hand is exalted. 14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Lovingkindness and truth go before You. 15 How blessed are the people who know the joyful sound! O LORD, they walk in the light of Your countenance. 16 In Your name they rejoice all the day, And by Your righteousness they are exalted. 17 For You are the glory of their strength, And by Your favor our horn is exalted. 18 For our shield belongs to the LORD, And our king to the Holy One of Israel. 19 Once You spoke in vision to Your godly ones, And said, "I have given help to one who is mighty; I have exalted one chosen from the people. 20 "I have found David My servant; With My holy oil I have anointed him, 21 With whom My hand will be established; My arm also will strengthen him. 22 "The enemy will not deceive him, Nor the son of wickedness afflict him. 23 "But I shall crush his adversaries before him, And strike those who hate him. 24 "My faithfulness and My lovingkindness will be with him, And in My name his horn will be exalted. 25 "I shall also set his hand on the sea And his right hand on the rivers. 26 "He will cry to Me, 'You are my Father, My God, and the rock of my salvation.' 27 "I also shall make him My firstborn, The highest of the kings of the earth. 28 "My lovingkindness I will keep for him forever, And My covenant shall be confirmed to him. 29 "So I will establish his descendants forever And his throne as the days of heaven. 30 "If his sons forsake My law And do not walk in My judgments, 31 If they violate My statutes And do not keep My commandments, 32 Then I will punish their transgression with the rod And their iniquity with stripes. 33 "But I will not break off My lovingkindness from him, Nor deal falsely in My faithfulness. 34 "My covenant I will not violate, Nor will I alter the utterance of My lips. 35 "Once I have sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to David. 36 "His descendants shall endure forever And his throne as the sun before Me. 37 "It shall be established forever like the moon, And the witness in the sky is faithful." Selah. 38 But You have cast off and rejected, You have been full of wrath against Your anointed. 39 You have spurned the covenant of Your servant; You have profaned his crown in the dust. 40 You have broken down all his walls; You have brought his strongholds to ruin. 41 All who pass along the way plunder him; He has become a reproach to his neighbors. 42 You have exalted the right hand of his adversaries; You have made all his enemies rejoice. 43 You also turn back the edge of his sword And have not made him stand in battle. 44 You have made his splendor to cease And cast his throne to the ground. 45 You have shortened the days of his youth; You have covered him with shame. Selah. 46 How long, O LORD? Will You hide Yourself forever? Will Your wrath burn like fire? 47 Remember what my span of life is; For what vanity You have created all the sons of men! 48 What man can live and not see death? Can he deliver his soul from the power of Sheol? Selah. 49 Where are Your former lovingkindnesses, O Lord, Which You swore to David in Your faithfulness? 50 Remember, O Lord, the reproach of Your servants; How I bear in my bosom the reproach of all the many peoples, 51 With which Your enemies have reproached, O LORD, With which they have reproached the footsteps of Your anointed. 52 Blessed be the LORD forever! Amen and Amen.

These Davidic Promises are from here-on-out going to become more prevalent!  Chapters 56-66 put front and center, the David Promises of Restoration in the triumphant return of Zion’s Victor! Verse 26 is a seed throughout this book! 

Day Four—How Will the City Be Restored?
(Isaiah 1:27-31)

1. Isaiah 1:27 is a key verse.  The word “redeemed” sums up the restoration promised throughout this chapter.  Rescue from sin is promised here!  Make as many observations as you can, from this verse and from the context of the three verses preceding it, about who will be redeemed and how that redemption will be accomplished.     

NAU Isaiah 1:24-26 Therefore the Lord GOD of hosts, The Mighty One of Israel, declares, "Ah, I will be relieved of My adversaries And avenge Myself on My foes.
 25 "I will also turn My hand against you, And will smelt away your dross as with lye And will remove all your alloy. 
26 "Then I will restore your judges as at the first, And your counselors as at the beginning; After that you will be called the city of righteousness, A faithful city."

NAU Isaiah 1:27 Zion will be redeemed with justice And her repentant ones with righteousness.

There is a focus upon the moral aspects of redemption and judgment.  

The future of God’s people depend upon how they answer His call for repentance and obedience! 

God’s people (ammi) become not God’s people (lo ammi)! (cf. Hosea 1:9-10, 2:23)

There exists a tension between the surety of God’s wrath with the surety of God’s redemptive work! 

Repentant ones in v. 27 point to the practical aspects of obedience where one turns away from unrighteous acts to righteous acts. 

The tension is also exhibited in 26-27 as it speaks of God’s divine restorative acts which make His people’s responsiveness possible. 


1. As we see the biblical theme of redemption unfolded more fully throughout Isaiah, so also we will see unfolded the accompanying theme of final judgment for those who do not repent.  In Isaiah 1:28-31, how do the words and images vividly communicate the dreadfulness of God’s judgment?  Note: The oaks and gardens of v. 29 refer to the pagan nature worship and fertility cults embraced by the Israelites.

NAU Isaiah 1:28-31 But transgressors and sinners will be crushed together, And those who forsake the LORD will come to an end. 
29 Surely you will be ashamed of the oaks which you have desired, And you will be embarrassed at the gardens which you have chosen. 
30 For you will be like an oak whose leaf fades away Or as a garden that has no water. 
31 The strong man will become tinder, His work also a spark. Thus they shall both burn together And there will be none to quench them.

v. 28 – A contrast from the previous verses in which Isaiah now turns to the unrepentant rebellious who forsake God.  They will reap from what they have sown in their desires!

vv. 29-31 – God’s justification for the charge in v. 28.  Oak =  hl'ae (terebinth – a deciduous tree).  Religion based upon man’s desires and satisfactions is like a deciduous tree that fades away as compared to an evergreen that never fades! Yet the man who’s religion is of his own creation that has made idols and worships the creation rather than the creator (see Romans 1:24-25) and that all will be tinder before God almighty!


Motyer: “Isaiah did not believe that any religion was as good as any other.  His insistence in verses 10-15 that religion must have a moral commitment is amplified here by the implication that true religion is more than human preference and satisfaction (29) and reaches a source of life not subject to earth’s withering and waning (30).  

NAU Isaiah 1:10-15 Hear the word of the LORD, You rulers of Sodom; Give ear to the instruction of our God, You people of Gomorrah. 11 "What are your multiplied sacrifices to Me?" Says the LORD. "I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams And the fat of fed cattle; And I take no pleasure in the blood of bulls, lambs or goats. 12 "When you come to appear before Me, Who requires of you this trampling of My courts? 13 "Bring your worthless offerings no longer, Incense is an abomination to Me. New moon and sabbath, the calling of assemblies-- I cannot endure iniquity and the solemn assembly. 14 "I hate your new moon festivals and your appointed feasts, They have become a burden to Me; I am weary of bearing them. 15 "So when you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide My eyes from you; Yes, even though you multiply prayers, I will not listen. Your hands are covered with blood.

See also: 
NAU James 1:26-27 If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man's religion is worthless. 27 Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.


3. Isaiah was pointing most immediately to the coming judgment of the exile, which God’s disobedient people would suffer before a remnant of them would be restored to the Promised Land.  But we know that Isaiah was pointing also to an even greater redemption, through the Promised one in whom God’s perfect justice and righteousness would meet.  How can we who hold the complete Scriptures not stop here to marvel at the unfolding of his revelation in which Isaiah so beautifully participated?  Read Ephesians 1:3-10 and Titus 2:11-14; 3:3-7.  What themes do you find that are similar to those in Isaiah 1, and how do you see them completed in the person of Jesus Christ?

NAU Ephesians 1:3-10  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace 8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight 9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him 10 with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth.

NAU Titus 2:11-14 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.

NAU Titus 3:3-7 For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. 4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

4. Lest we focus only partly on the new Testament’s completion of the redemption theme, let us remember that throughout the Scriptures, God is revealing redemption from judgment—salvation from the just punishment for sin against the Holy One of Israel.  Read for example 2Thessalonians 1:5-10.  What words and truths strike you?

NAU 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10 This is a plain indication of God's righteous judgment so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering. 6 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed-- for our testimony to you was believed.

Cf:

NAU Exodus 23:22  "But if you truly obey his voice and do all that I say, then I will be an enemy to your enemies and an adversary to your adversaries.

NAU Colossians 3:25 For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality.

NAU 2 Peter 3:7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.


Lesson 3 – (Isaiah 2-5)
The Lord Decrees Both Judgment and Peace


After the grand thematic introduction of chapter  the4 book’s large preface (chapters 1-5) continues with Isaiah’s vision of the Lord’s salvation and the Lord’s judgment.  This is a “meaty” lesson, but it will be worth the effort to grasp the flow of the preface.  Keep on reading!  Chapters 2-4 begin and end with pictures of hope which encase or “bookend” words of judgment.  Finally. Chapter 5 offers a sad tone and a woeful message, leaving deep darkness into which the vision and call of chapter 6 will break.  



Day One—The Layers of Days to come
(Isaiah 2)

1. Isaiah 2 opens with another heading, perhaps used to introduce a subsection of the book.  Whereas Isaiah 1 introduced the days of Judah’s kings, Isaiah 2:2 speaks of the “latter days”—a term that reaches farther, most often in Scripture to the time initiated by Jesus’ first coming to earth and climaxed by His second coming to judge and to reign forever.  Read Joel 2:28-32 with Acts 2:14-21; Hebrews 1:2; and 1 Peter 1:20.  Write down words, phrases, and thoughts that strike you about these last or “latter” days in which we now live and which are not yet ended. 

NAU Joel 2:28-32 "It will come about after this That I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind; And your sons and daughters will prophesy, Your old men will dream dreams, Your young men will see visions. 29 "Even on the male and female servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days. 
30 "I will display wonders in the sky and on the earth, Blood, fire and columns of smoke. 31 "The sun will be turned into darkness And the moon into blood Before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 32 "And it will come about that whoever calls on the name of the LORD Will be delivered; For on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem There will be those who escape, As the LORD has said, Even among the survivors whom the LORD calls.

NAU Acts 2:14-21 But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them: "Men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give heed to my words. 15 "For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day; 16 but this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel: 17 'AND IT SHALL BE IN THE LAST DAYS,' God says, 'THAT I WILL POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT ON ALL MANKIND; AND YOUR SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS SHALL PROPHESY, AND YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS, AND YOUR OLD MEN SHALL DREAM DREAMS; 18 EVEN ON MY BONDSLAVES, BOTH MEN AND WOMEN, I WILL IN THOSE DAYS POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT And they shall prophesy. 19 'AND I WILL GRANT WONDERS IN THE SKY ABOVE AND SIGNS ON THE EARTH BELOW, BLOOD, AND FIRE, AND VAPOR OF SMOKE. 20 'THE SUN WILL BE TURNED INTO DARKNESS AND THE MOON INTO BLOOD, BEFORE THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS DAY OF THE LORD SHALL COME. 21 'AND IT SHALL BE THAT EVERYONE WHO CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.'

NAU Hebrews 1:2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.

NAU 1 Peter 1:20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you


2. Read the magnificent poem in Isaiah 2:2-4 (also found in Micah 4:1-3; one writer evidently borrowed from the other).  As you read this poem, which is rather like a picture with motion and sound, what do you see and understand?  What is the nature of the hope here portrayed?   Note: “The mountain of the house of the Lord” turns our thoughts to Jerusalem’s Mount Zion, the site of the temple to which the Israelites streamed regularly for worship and sacrifice.  That temple mount, in that city, came to represent the presence of the one true Lord God with His people.  
NAU Isaiah 2:2-4 Now it will come about that In the last days The mountain of the house of the LORD Will be established as the chief of the mountains, And will be raised above the hills; And all the nations will stream to it. 3 And many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; That He may teach us concerning His ways And that we may walk in His paths." For the law will go forth from Zion And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 And He will judge between the nations, And will render decisions for many peoples; And they will hammer their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again will they learn war.

NAU Micah 4:1-3 And it will come about in the last days That the mountain of the house of the LORD Will be established as the chief of the mountains. It will be raised above the hills, And the peoples will stream to it. 2 Many nations will come and say, "Come and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD And to the house of the God of Jacob, That He may teach us about His ways And that we may walk in His paths." For from Zion will go forth the law, Even the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 3 And He will judge between many peoples And render decisions for mighty, distant nations. Then they will hammer their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning hooks; Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again will they train for war.

Motyer: “At all events, the fact that eh poem is found in two prophets indicates its popular currency.  In the present setting Isaiah uses it to challenge the people to face up to what, possibly, they were singing with glib detachment.  If others are ever to say Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord (3), Judah must heed the call Come, …let us walk in the light of the lord (5).
Within the following outline, the ‘into Zion’ theme of verses 2-3a balances out the ‘out of Zion’ theme of verses 3b-4.  The presence and truth of the Lord (2-3a) exercises a supernatural magnetism, producing a reordered world (4a) and a new humanity (4b).” 

A	Fact: Zion the centre of world-wide attraction (2)
		The undated future (2a)
		Supreme exaltation (2bc)
		Universal inflow (2d)


B	Recognition: Zion the centre of world-wide revelation (3)
		Nationalism set aside and recognition of the God of Jacob (3a)
		Pre-commitment to learn from the Lord and to walk in His ways (3b)
		The reality of revelation in Zion (3c)

C	Blessing:  Zion the centre of world-wide peach (4)
		Divine Authority imposed (4a)
		International response: the transformation of weapons (4b)
		The end of war whether in act or intent (4c)


3. Consider the ways in which this poem reaches ahead.  How might we see this poem coming to life today?  What parts of it do we still hope and long for?





4. In light of such a hope, how is the exhortation in Isaiah 2:5 appropriate, for God’s people then… for God’s people now… for you? 

NAU Isaiah 2:5 Come, house of Jacob, and let us walk in the light of the LORD.














5.  Against the background of that shining hope, Isaiah sets his dark contemporary reality.  Analyze the list of wrongs he lays out in Isaiah 2:6-9.  What is Isaiah’s perspective on these wrongs?

NAS Isaiah 2:2-4  Now it will come about that In the last days, The mountain of the house of the LORD Will be established as the chief of the mountains, And will be raised above the hills; And all the nations will stream to it. 
3 And many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; That He may teach us concerning His ways, And that we may walk in His paths." For the law will go forth from Zion, And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4 And He will judge between the nations, And will render decisions for many peoples; And they will hammer their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again will they learn war.

NAS Isaiah 2:6-9 For Thou hast abandoned Thy people, the house of Jacob, Because they are filled with influences from the east, And they are soothsayers like the Philistines, And they strike bargains with the children of foreigners.
 7 Their land has also been filled with silver and gold, And there is no end to their treasures; Their land has also been filled with horses, And there is no end to their chariots. 
8 Their land has also been filled with idols; They worship the work of their hands, That which their fingers have made. 
9 So the common man has been humbled, And the man of importance has been abased, But do not forgive them.

Begins with Abandoned (v. 6).  Ends with Do Not Forgive (v. 9)

Five contrasts between the ideal and the actual:

 (i) The world is drawn to Zion (v. 2)—God’s people chose to conform to the world. (v. 6)
(ii) The world seeks spiritual benefit; (v. 3) Zion heaps up material wealth.  (v. 7a)
(iii) The consequence of coming to Zion is world peace. Zion is full of armaments.  (v. 7b)
(iv) The world seeks to know the true God and commits itself beforehand to obey Him;  (v. 3) God’s people are busy inventing their own gods. (v. 8)
(v) The world is received before the Lord’s tribunal; (v. 4) God’s people are abandoned and denied forgiveness.  (v. 6, 9)


6.  Isaiah (along with many of the prophets looked forward not only to immediate judgment but to an appointed “day” at the end of the latter days, a time of final salvation and final judgment.  Read Isaiah 2:10-21, looking for its various description of who will rise and what will be brought low (and why) in that day.  Write down your specific observations. 

NAS Isaiah 2:10-21 Enter the rock and hide in the dust From the terror of the LORD and from the splendor of His majesty. 11 The proud look of man will be abased, And the loftiness of man will be humbled, And the LORD alone will be exalted in that day. 12 For the LORD of hosts will have a day of reckoning Against everyone who is proud and lofty, And against everyone who is lifted up, That he may be abased. 13 And it will be against all the cedars of Lebanon that are lofty and lifted up, Against all the oaks of Bashan, 14 Against all the lofty mountains, Against all the hills that are lifted up, 15 Against every high tower, Against every fortified wall, 16 Against all the ships of Tarshish, And against all the beautiful craft. 17 And the pride of man will be humbled, And the loftiness of men will be abased, And the LORD alone will be exalted in that day. 18 But the idols will completely vanish. 19 And men will go into caves of the rocks, And into holes of the ground Before the terror of the LORD, And before the splendor of His majesty, When He arises to make the earth tremble. 20 In that day men will cast away to the moles and the bats Their idols of silver and their idols of gold, Which they made for themselves to worship, 21 In order to go into the caverns of the rocks and the clefts of the cliffs, Before the terror of the LORD and the splendor of His majesty, When He arises to make the earth tremble.

The Lord has but to reveal His glory (v. 10) and human arrogance is humbled (v. 11), the whole world which human pride has infected is devastated (vv. 12-17), idols are exposed as useless (vv. 18-19) and people are left defenseless (vv. 20-21).  

A. The Lord exalted over man and his world. (vv. 10-17)
A1  Fact: The Lord exalted, man humbled (vv. 10-11)
A2  Demonstration: The Lord exalted over every exalted thing (vv. 12-17)
B.  The Lord exalted over the no-gods (vv. 18-21)
B1  Fact: The Lord exalted, no-gods and men alike vanish (vv. 18-19)
B2  Demonstration:  The Lord exalted, the no-gods exposed (vv. 20-21)


7.  Isaiah (along with many of the prophets looked forward not only to immediate In light of this coming day, how is the concluding exhortation in verse 22 appropriate, for God’s people then… for God’s people now… for you?



Day Two — Judgment Throughout Society
(Isaiah 3)

1. Focusing in on Judah and Jerusalem in chapter 3, Isaiah declares dreadful imminent judgment by “the Lord GOD of hosts.”  What is the nature of that judgment, in Isaiah 3:1-3, and what is the nature of the results of that judgment, in Isaiah 3:4-7?


NAS Isaiah 3:1-3 For behold, the Lord God of hosts is going to remove from Jerusalem and Judah Both supply and support, the whole supply of bread, And the whole supply of water; 2 The mighty man and the warrior, The judge and the prophet, The diviner and the elder, 3 The captain of fifty and the honorable man, The counselor and the expert artisan, And the skillful enchanter.

Lord (Adonay) = the Sovereign One; God (Yahwey) = The covenant God of Israel!  

Remove both Supply and Support (lit. Staff(s))
Remove the entire Supply of Bread and Water
Remove the Mighty Man and the Warrior
Remove the Judge and the Prophet
Remove the Diviner and the Elder
Remove the Captain of Fifty Men and the Honorable Man
Remove the Counselor and the Expert Artisan
Remove the Skillful Enchanter

NAS Isaiah 3:4-7 And I will make mere lads their princes And capricious children will rule over them, 5 And the people will be oppressed, Each one by another, and each one by his neighbor; The youth will storm against the elder, And the inferior against the honorable. 6 When a man lays hold of his brother in his father's house, saying, "You have a cloak, you shall be our ruler, And these ruins will be under your charge," 7 On that day will he protest, saying, "I will not be your healer, For in my house there is neither bread nor cloak; You should not appoint me ruler of the people."

God will make the Young the Princes of the People, and they will be Capricious!
In every corner…the Youth will be insolent (ESV) against their Elders; and the inferior (despised ESV) will be insolent against the Honorable.
Yet, the results will be a world in ruin and want because the insolent ignorant will make it so!  Then even the insolent and ignorant will no longer desire to rule! 


2. After zooming in to the sad little domestic scene between two brothers (Isa. 3:6-7), the camera pulls back and lets the narrator offer a clear assessment. 

a. How does each second line of the two pairs in Isaiah 3:8 provide even deeper insight about the situation?

NAS Isaiah 3:8 For Jerusalem has stumbled, and Judah has fallen, Because their speech and their actions are against the LORD, To rebel against His glorious presence.

Fallen—Why?  Both WORD and DEED are Against the LORD in that it is REBELLION against God’s Glorious Presence amongst the chosen people of God!   Cf. 6:3…

NAS Isaiah 6:3 And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory."
 

b. How does verse 9 provide even deeper insight for the last line of verse 8?

NAS Isaiah 3:9 The expression of their faces bears witness against them. And they display their sin like Sodom; They do not even conceal it. Woe to them! For they have brought evil [misery, distress, injury] on themselves.

It is not mere REBELLION!  It is PRIDEFULL REBELLION!  It is the Coming out and being Proud…it is Sinner’s Pride!

Brought – (gamal) means to deal fully with, requite, pay in full! 


c. How does Isaiah 3:10-11 provide an important balance at this point? 

NAS Isaiah 3:10-11 Say to the righteous that it will go well with them, For they will eat the fruit of their actions. 11 Woe to the wicked! It will go badly with him, For what he deserves will be done to him.

An  emphasis upon the individual responsibility and the consequences of their WORDS and DEEDS!


3.  In Isaiah 3:12-15, the Lord steps up to speak, taking His place to contend as if in a courtroom.  What repeated words and key words indicate the substance of His argument?  

NAS Isaiah 3:12-15 O My people! Their oppressors are children, And women rule over them. O My people! Those who guide you lead you astray, And confuse the direction of your paths. 13 The LORD arises to contend, And stands to judge the people. 14 The LORD enters into judgment with the elders and princes of His people, "It is you who have devoured the vineyard; The plunder of the poor is in your houses. 15 "What do you mean by crushing My people, And grinding the face of the poor?" Declares the Lord God of hosts.

My People – 3x; The People – 1x; His People – 1x; Total – 5x.


4.  A vivid final section of indictment targets the women.  In Isaiah 3:16, 18-23, what do we learn of these “daughters of Zion”?  How would you characterize them? 


NAS Isaiah 3:16 Moreover, the LORD said, "Because the daughters of Zion are proud, And walk with heads held high and seductive eyes, And go along with mincing steps, And tinkle the bangles on their feet,
NAS Isaiah 3:17 Therefore the Lord will afflict the scalp of the daughters of Zion with scabs, And the LORD will make their foreheads bare."
NAS Isaiah 3:18-23 In that day the Lord will take away the beauty of their anklets, headbands, crescent ornaments, 19 dangling earrings, bracelets, veils, 20 headdresses, ankle chains, sashes, perfume boxes, amulets, 21 finger rings, nose rings, 22 festal robes, outer tunics, cloaks, money purses, 23 hand mirrors, undergarments, turbans, and veils.

They are proud and sinful using their external beauty and external accoutrements to seduce and lure into their web. 

5. Many commentator see Judah’s fall and exile foretold here—especially as the verbs change from plural to singular, and the focus switches from many women in Jerusalem to Jerusalem itself pictured again as a woman.  What aspects of the destruction make this judgment vivid and real to us, in Isaiah 3:17-4:1? 

NAS Isaiah 3:17-4:1 Therefore the Lord will afflict the scalp of the daughters of Zion with scabs, And the LORD will make their foreheads bare." 
18 In that day the Lord will take away the beauty of their anklets, headbands, crescent ornaments, 19 dangling earrings, bracelets, veils, 20 headdresses, ankle chains, sashes, perfume boxes, amulets, 21 finger rings, nose rings, 22 festal robes, outer tunics, cloaks, money purses, 23 hand mirrors, undergarments, turbans, and veils. 24 Now it will come about that instead of sweet perfume there will be putrefaction; Instead of a belt, a rope; Instead of well-set hair, a plucked-out scalp; Instead of fine clothes, a donning of sackcloth; And branding instead of beauty. 25 Your men will fall by the sword, And your mighty ones in battle. 26 And her gates will lament and mourn; And deserted she will sit on the ground. 
4:1 For seven women will take hold of one man in that day, saying, "We will eat our own bread and wear our own clothes, only let us be called by your name; take away our reproach!"

Note: Their sin is not enjoying the good things in life… it is that they do so with a prideful and haughty heart—an arrogance and pride fullness of spirit! 
Branding instead of beauty… A Hebrew use of rhyming and changing of the word order—a “dying fall” in which there is a tailing off into sadness! 


Day Three — A Second Poem And A Parable
(Isaiah 4:2-5:7)

1. We are learning already Isaiah’s rhythm of contrasts.  How does Isaiah 4:2 echo Isaiah 3:18 and 4:1—yet offer a dramatic contrast? 

NAU Isaiah 4:2  In that day the Branch of the LORD will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth will be the pride and the adornment of the survivors of Israel.
NAU Isaiah 3:18 In that day the Lord will take away the beauty of their anklets, headbands, crescent ornaments,
NAU Isaiah 4:1 For seven women will take hold of one man in that day, saying, "We will eat our own bread and wear our own clothes, only let us be called by your name; take away our reproach!"


We have been led to this point by the momentum of the coming “day of the Lord”; its existence…

NAU Isaiah 2:12 For the LORD of hosts will have a day of reckoning Against everyone who is proud and lofty And against everyone who is lifted up, That he may be abased.

It’s effects…

NAU Isaiah 2:17 The pride of man will be humbled And the loftiness of men will be abased; And the LORD alone will be exalted in that day,
NAU Isaiah 2:20 In that day men will cast away to the moles and the bats Their idols of silver and their idols of gold, Which they made for themselves to worship,


2. The picture of this “branch” grows in meaning throughout Isaiah and throughout Scripture.  Briefly, with what sorts of things is the branch associated with in the following verses?

a. NAU Isaiah 4:2 In that day the Branch of the LORD will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth will be the pride and the adornment of the survivors of Israel.

Not only will God restore His chosen remnant but will also restore the creation around them—and through them (see 11:1)…an allusion to the Garden of Eden!  


b. NAU Isaiah 11:1-10 Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and understanding, The spirit of counsel and strength, The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 And He will delight in the fear of the LORD, And He will not judge by what His eyes see, Nor make a decision by what His ears hear; 4 But with righteousness He will judge the poor, And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. 5 Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, And faithfulness the belt about His waist. 6 And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the young goat, And the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; And a little boy will lead them. 7 Also the cow and the bear will graze, Their young will lie down together, And the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper's den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the sea. 
10 Then in that day The nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal for the peoples; And His resting place will be glorious.

The branch will be from the lineage of Jesse which through God’s power and providence will cause to bear fruit (v. 2).  The allusion here is one of a dead tree stump (cf. 6:13) but the roots were still vital.  It then turns in v. 3 towards the final fruition of that shoot found in Jesus Christ (3-5, 10)!  
Turning to a far eschatological event in vv. 6-8 (also 65:25) and then continuing that theme (v. 9-10) in the glory of God’s obedient children being safe upon His Holy Mountain because they rest upon Christ, the ultimate stem of Jesse! 

Also see Rom. 15:12; Rev. 5:5, 22:6; Isa. 11:10, 53:2; 
c. NAU Jeremiah 23:5-6 "Behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "When I will raise up for David a righteous Branch; And He will reign as king and act wisely And do justice and righteousness in the land. 6 "In His days Judah will be saved, And Israel will dwell securely; And this is His name by which He will be called, 'The LORD our righteousness.'

Again, a reminder that that branch out of Jesse will be a Davidic branch which will fulfill the promises of God that He will restore Israel through the Kingship begun with David and culminating in Christ Jesus! This is and encapsulation of Isaiah 11:1-10.



d. NAU Zechariah 3:8-10 'Now listen, Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who are sitting in front of you-- indeed they are men who are a symbol, for behold, I am going to bring in My servant the Branch. 9 'For behold, the stone that I have set before Joshua; on one stone are seven eyes. Behold, I will engrave an inscription on it,' declares the LORD of hosts, 'and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day. 10 'In that day,' declares the LORD of hosts, 'every one of you will invite his neighbor to sit under his vine and under his fig tree.'"

The outworking of God in that Branch…the stone represents the building project of restoration and the seven eyes represents God’s watching over it. The ONE DAY represents the sudden and immediate nature of the consummation of His Kingdom…the “Day of the Lord!”

3. What is the particular focus of the promise of Isiah 4:3-4? What previous verses do these verses bring to mind?  Consider: in longing for Christ and His return, do we long not just for happiness and an end to trouble but also for holiness and an end to sin? 

NAU Isaiah 4:3-4 It will come about that he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy-- everyone who is recorded for life in Jerusalem. 4 When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and purged the bloodshed of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and the spirit of burning,

The remnant is in focus here…God will cleanse through water and fire!  


4. Like the one in Isaiah 2:1-5, this picture turns our gaze toward Mount Zion.  First, read Exodus 13:21-22; 19:18, and then read Isaiah 4:5-6.  What happens to the picture?  What does this “canopy: lead you to see and understand?  

NAU Isaiah 2:1-5 The word which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 Now it will come about that In the last days The mountain of the house of the LORD Will be established as the chief of the mountains, And will be raised above the hills; And all the nations will stream to it. 3 And many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; That He may teach us concerning His ways And that we may walk in His paths." For the law will go forth from Zion And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 And He will judge between the nations, And will render decisions for many peoples; And they will hammer their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again will they learn war. 5 Come, house of Jacob, and let us walk in the light of the LORD.
NAU Exodus 13:21 The LORD was going before them in a pillar of cloud by day to lead them on the way, and in a pillar of fire by night to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night. 22 He did not take away the pillar of cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people.
NAU Isaiah 4:5-6 then the LORD will create over the whole area of Mount Zion and over her assemblies a cloud by day, even smoke, and the brightness of a flaming fire by night; for over all the glory will be a canopy. 6 There will be a shelter to give shade from the heat by day, and refuge and protection from the storm and the rain.

This Canopy is the presence of God Himself.  It is a picture of Christ’s Spirit in and among us!


5. The picture of branches and fruit leads us into the song of the vineyard, which begins chapter 5.  (Where already in Isaiah have we seen vineyards used to talk about God’s people?)  Read all but the last two lines of Isaiah 5:1-2. What details stand out as Isaiah sings this parable-like love song about his beloved Lord’s care for His people?   
NAU Isaiah 5:1-2 
Let me sing now for my well-beloved
A song of my beloved concerning His vineyard.
My well-beloved had a vineyard on a fertile hill.
2 He dug it all around, removed its stones,
And planted it with the choicest vine.
And He built a tower in the middle of it 
And also hewed out a wine vat in it; 
Then He expected it to produce good grapes,
But it produced only worthless ones.

NAU Isaiah 1:8 The daughter of Zion is left like a shelter in a vineyard, Like a watchman's hut in a cucumber field, like a besieged city.
NAU Isaiah 3:14 The LORD enters into judgment with the elders and princes of His people, "It is you who have devoured the vineyard; The plunder of the poor is in your houses.

Also: 5:3, 4, 5, 7, 10; & 27:2


6. Of course you read the last two lines! What’s the problem (Isa. 5:2)?  How would you characterize God’s argument in response (Isa. 5:3-4)?  What words drive home His actions in response? 

NAU Isaiah 5:2 He dug it all around, removed its stones, And planted it with the choicest vine. And He built a tower in the middle of it And also hewed out a wine vat in it; Then He expected it to produce good grapes, But it produced only worthless ones.

NAU Isaiah 5:3-4 "And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, Judge between Me and My vineyard. 4 "What more was there to do for My vineyard that I have not done in it? Why, when I expected it to produce good grapes did it produce worthless ones?

NAU Isaiah 5:5-6 "So now let Me tell you what I am going to do to My vineyard: I will remove its hedge and it will be consumed; I will break down its wall and it will become trampled ground. 6 "I will lay it waste; It will not be pruned or hoed, But briars and thorns will come up. I will also charge the clouds to rain no rain on it."   
According to Ezekiel 15:2-5 a vine will either be good for fruit or good for nothing!...

NAU Ezekiel 15:2-5 "Son of man, how is the wood of the vine better than any wood of a branch which is among the trees of the forest? 3 "Can wood be taken from it to make anything, or can men take a peg from it on which to hang any vessel? 4 "If it has been put into the fire for fuel, and the fire has consumed both of its ends and its middle part has been charred, is it then useful for anything? 5 "Behold, while it is intact, it is not made into anything. How much less, when the fire has consumed it and it is charred, can it still be made into anything!  

Also see Ezekiel 17:8-10 – Israel as the vine pulled up and planted in Babylon; Matthew 21:33ff – Parable of the Vineyard; Psalm 80:8-19 – Israel as a vine uprooted from Egypt and cared for by God; John 15:1 – Jesus is the True Vine, and God is the vinedresser; 1Cor. 39 – We are God’s field.

Isaiah 5:1-7:
A1		The vineyard depicted (1, four lines)
		B1	The vineyard cared for (2ab, five verbs)
			C1	Conclusion drawn and contradicted (2c)
			C2	Conclusion invited (3-4, Now, hTñ'[))
			C3	Conclusion announced (5, Now, hTñ'[))
		B2	The vineyard neglected (6, five verbs)
A2		The vineyard explained (7, four lines)

Motyer: Skillfully (Isaiah) draws his hearers on to the point where they can only utter a condemnation and discover that they have condemned themselves.


7. How might Isaiah’s summary of this vineyard parable (Isa. 5:7) take us back to Isaiah 1:27?

NAU Isaiah 5:7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel And the men of Judah His delightful plant. Thus He looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; For righteousness, but behold, a cry of distress.

NAU Isaiah 1:27 Zion will be redeemed with justice And her repentant ones with righteousness.

Motyer: There are two sides to restoration: objectively, the Lord will ‘restore’ Zion, There subjectively, the human response of penitence. 



Day Four  — Six Woes
(Isaiah 5:8-30)

Isaiah 5:8-30 is clearly organized; Isaiah is no ranting prophet but truly shows us the Lord’s call to come and reason together.  Logically following the dire vineyard verdict, these verses consist of six “Woe” sections and four “Therefore” sections.  The “Therefore” sections are important for their indication of the exile to come and the divine direction of other nations to punish and purify God’s sinful people. 


1. Read these verses, identifying six main “Woe” sections and two pairs of “Therefore” subsections as you go.  (In each case the second “Therefore” is longer and larger in scope.)



2. Make an outline or just a list of sections, giving each section a title that gets at the main idea of that section.



3. Finally, identify which “Woe” sections speak to you most personally, and why.  Throughout, we must be struck with the ways in which all people, both then and now, need a redeemer to save us from our sin. 

NAU Isaiah 5:8-30 









The Harvest to Come:



C1  Appropriate judgment (13)
13 Therefore My people go into exile for their lack of knowledge; And their honorable men are famished, And their multitude is parched with thirst. 
D1	Total judgment in divine action: death, humbling, ruination (14-17)
14 Therefore Sheol has enlarged its throat and opened its mouth without measure; And Jerusalem's splendor, her multitude, her din of revelry and the jubilant within her, descend into it. 15 So the common man will be humbled and the man of importance abased, The eyes of the proud also will be abased. 16 But the LORD of hosts will be exalted in judgment, And the holy God will show Himself holy in righteousness. 17 Then the lambs will graze as in their pasture, And strangers will eat in the waste places of the wealthy. 

C2  Appropriate judgment: 
Speedy disaster (24a): 24 Therefore, as a tongue of fire consumes stubble And dry grass collapses into the flame, So their root will become like rot and their blossom blow away as dust; For they have rejected the law of the LORD of hosts And despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. 
Repays the call for the Lord to hasten (19): 19 Who say, "Let Him make speed, let Him hasten His work, that we may see it; And let the purpose of the Holy One of Israel draw near And come to pass, that we may know it!" 
acquiescing in sin (18, 20): 18 Woe to those who drag iniquity with the cords of falsehood, And sin as if with cart ropes;
20 Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; Who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! 
Issues in helpless collapse into judgment (24bcd): So their root will become like rot and their blossom blow away as dust; For they have rejected the law of the LORD of hosts And despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.
D2  Total judgment: The Lord summons the invincible foe (25-30)
25 On this account the anger of the LORD has burned against His people, And He has stretched out His hand against them and struck them down. And the mountains quaked, and their corpses lay like refuse in the middle of the streets. For all this His anger is not spent, But His hand is still stretched out. 26 He will also lift up a standard to the distant nation, And will whistle for it from the ends of the earth; And behold, it will come with speed swiftly. 27 No one in it is weary or stumbles, None slumbers or sleeps; Nor is the belt at its waist undone, Nor its sandal strap broken. 28 Its arrows are sharp and all its bows are bent; The hoofs of its horses seem like flint and its chariot wheels like a whirlwind. 29 Its roaring is like a lioness, and it roars like young lions; It growls as it seizes the prey And carries it off with no one to deliver it. 30 And it will growl over it in that day like the roaring of the sea. If one looks to the land, behold, there is darkness and distress; Even the light is darkened by its clouds.



The Crop Produced:

A1  The property motive (8-10)
Woe to those who add house to house and join field to field, Until there is no more room, So that you have to live alone in the midst of the land! 9 In my ears the LORD of hosts has sworn, "Surely, many houses shall become desolate, Even great and fine ones, without occupants. 10 "For ten acres of vineyard will yield only one bath of wine, And a homer of seed will yield but an ephah of grain." 
B1  Self-Indulgence (11-12)
11 Woe to those who rise early in the morning that they may pursue strong drink, Who stay up late in the evening that wine may inflame them! 12 Their banquets are accompanied by lyre and harp, by tambourine and flute, and by wine; But they do not pay attention to the deeds of the LORD, Nor do they consider the work of His hands. 






























E1  Sin pursued (18-19)
18 Woe to those who drag iniquity with the cords of falsehood, And sin as if with cart ropes; 19 Who say, "Let Him make speed, let Him hasten His work, that we may see it; And let the purpose of the Holy One of Israel draw near And come to pass, that we may know it!" 
E2  Sin justified (20)
20 Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; Who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! 
B2  Self-Conceit (21)
21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes And clever in their own sight! 
A2  The money motive (8-10)
22 Woe to those who are heroes in drinking wine And valiant men in mixing strong drink, 23 Who justify the wicked for a bribe, And take away the rights of the ones who are in the right! 



 


















































Day Five — Conclusions

1. We have covered a large portion!  In these chapters we have seen the rhythm of light and dark, salvation and judgment, which will characterize the entire book.  Look back through chapters 2-5, focusing on the person of God—what we learn of him, His attributes, and His ways of dealing with human beings.  Write down several aspects of God that stand out to you, and then write a personal response—which could be in the form of a prayer, or questions, or simply a few sentences responding to the Lord God who speaks to us through the inspired words of this prophet who lived so long ago.  

























2. Look once more through the chapters and choose a verse or a short passage to write out and commit to memory.  Be ready to share with your group the ways in which you find this verse or versed challenging, helpful, beautiful, etc.



e.g.: 

NAU Isaiah 5:20 Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; Who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!

NIV Isaiah 5:20 Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.


Lesson 4 – (Isaiah 6)
The Lord’s Call To Isaiah


Day One—Seeing The Holy One
(Isaiah 6:1-4)

1.  Read through Isaiah 6, jotting down initial thoughts and observations. 

The majesty of God on His throne. (1-2)

The unbounded majesty and glory of God. (3)

The weight of sin before a Holy God. (4-5)

The glorious grace of God’s cleansing forgiveness and restoration. (6-7)

The sanctifying call of God to a willing servant. (8)

The call’s instructions. (9-13)

NAU Isaiah 6:1-13 In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. 2 Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 

3 And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory." 

4 And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke. 5 Then I said, "Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts." 
6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his hand, which he had taken from the altar with tongs. 7 He touched my mouth with it and said, "Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven." 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?" Then I said, "Here am I. Send me!" 

9 He said, "Go, and tell this people: 'Keep on listening, but do not perceive; Keep on looking, but do not understand.' 10 "Render the hearts of this people insensitive, Their ears dull, And their eyes dim, Otherwise they might see with their eyes, Hear with their ears, Understand with their hearts, And return and be healed." 11 Then I said, "Lord, how long?" And He answered, "Until cities are devastated and without inhabitant, Houses are without people And the land is utterly desolate, 12 "The LORD has removed men far away, And the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. 13 "Yet there will be a tenth portion in it, And it will again be subject to burning, Like a terebinth or an oak Whose stump remains when it is felled. The holy seed is its stump."


2.  What difference does it make to come to this chapter in the context of the whole book and with the perspective established by the Preface in chapters 1-5?

The first five chapters, Isaiah is using the vision from God to bring to the forefront his understanding of the past and present milieu in which the Israelites find themselves.

Now Isaiah offers a concise message of God’s judgment and of God’s Mercy found in His promises to His people. 

Kingship and the city…

NAU Isaiah 1:25-26 "I will also turn My hand against you, And will smelt away your dross as with lye And will remove all your alloy. 26 "Then I will restore your judges as at the first, And your counselors as at the beginning; After that you will be called the city of righteousness, A faithful city."

NAU Isaiah 4:2-6 In that day the Branch of the LORD will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth will be the pride and the adornment of the survivors of Israel. 3 It will come about that he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy-- everyone who is recorded for life in Jerusalem. 4 When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and purged the bloodshed of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and the spirit of burning, 5 then the LORD will create over the whole area of Mount Zion and over her assemblies a cloud by day, even smoke, and the brightness of a flaming fire by night; for over all the glory will be a canopy. 6 There will be a shelter to give shade from the heat by day, and refuge and protection from the storm and the rain.

NAU Isaiah 9:1-6 But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He treated the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali with contempt, but later on He shall make it glorious, by the way of the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. 2 The people who walk in darkness Will see a great light; Those who live in a dark land, The light will shine on them. 3 You shall multiply the nation, You shall increase their gladness; They will be glad in Your presence As with the gladness of harvest, As men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 4 For You shall break the yoke of their burden and the staff on their shoulders, The rod of their oppressor, as at the battle of Midian. 5 For every boot of the booted warrior in the battle tumult, And cloak rolled in blood, will be for burning, fuel for the fire. 6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

NAU Isaiah 12:1-6 Then you will say on that day, "I will give thanks to You, O LORD; For although You were angry with me, Your anger is turned away, And You comfort me. 2 "Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; For the LORD GOD is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation."
 3 Therefore you will joyously draw water From the springs of salvation. 4 And in that day you will say, "Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name. Make known His deeds among the peoples; Make them remember that His name is exalted." 5 Praise the LORD in song, for He has done excellent things; Let this be known throughout the earth. 6 Cry aloud and shout for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, For great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.


The foundational nature of God’s promises of Personal Spiritual Renewal…

NAU Isaiah 1:27 Zion will be redeemed with justice And her repentant ones with righteousness.
NAU Isaiah 4:3-4 It will come about that he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy—everyone who is recorded for life in Jerusalem. 4 When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and purged the bloodshed of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and the spirit of burning,

And yet, God is still concerned about people of God as a community! 

NAU Isaiah 5:7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel And the men of Judah His delightful plant. Thus He looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; For righteousness, but behold, a cry of distress.

 …the intertwined stories of divine Judgment and Restoration through Promises! 

	A1 An individual brought, through cleansing, into God’s fellowship and commissioned to preach (6:1-13)

	
	B  The word to Judah (7:1-9:7<6>)
	C  The word to Israel (9:8<7>-11:16

	The Moment of Decision
	Ahaz challenged to believe: the dynasty at stake (7:1-17)
	The word refused: punitive, judgement ahead (9:8<7>-10:4)

	The Judgment
	The Assyrian invasions: Israel ruined, Judah overwhelmed (7:18-8:8)
	The Assyrians: Israel conquered, Judah under threat; punishment of Assyria (10:5-15)

	The Remnant
	Opponents of God’s people doomed; His people secure; the true people within the nation (8:9-22)
	Assyria destroyed; the remnant saved; unexpected reprieve for Judah (10:16-34)

	The Glorious Hope
	The birth and reign of the Davidic king; world-wide peace (9:1-7<8:23-9:6>)
	The reign of the Davidic king; its righteousness; world-wide peace (11:1-16)

	A2 An individual testifies of salvation and holds out the same blessing to others; a whole community in the divine fellowship (12:1-6)




 3.  Compare and contrast the two kings of Isaiah 6:1.  (Recall 2 Chronicles 26)

NAU Isaiah 6:1 In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.

NAU 2 Chronicles 26 And all the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was sixteen years old, and made him king in the place of his father Amaziah. 2 He built Eloth and restored it to Judah after the king slept with his fathers. 3 Uzziah was sixteen years old when he became king, and he reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Jechiliah of Jerusalem. 4 He did right in the sight of the LORD according to all that his father Amaziah had done. 5 He continued to seek God in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding through the vision of God; and as long as he sought the LORD, God prospered him.
 6 Now he went out and warred against the Philistines, and broke down the wall of Gath and the wall of Jabneh and the wall of Ashdod; and he built cities in the area of Ashdod and among the Philistines. 7 God helped him against the Philistines, and against the Arabians who lived in Gur-baal, and the Meunites. 8 The Ammonites also gave tribute to Uzziah, and his fame extended to the border of Egypt, for he became very strong. 9 Moreover, Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the Corner Gate and at the Valley Gate and at the corner buttress and fortified them. 10 He built towers in the wilderness and hewed many cisterns, for he had much livestock, both in the lowland and in the plain. He also had plowmen and vinedressers in the hill country and the fertile fields, for he loved the soil. 11 Moreover, Uzziah had an army ready for battle, which entered combat by divisions according to the number of their muster, prepared by Jeiel the scribe and Maaseiah the official, under the direction of Hananiah, one of the king's officers. 12 The total number of the heads of the households, of valiant warriors, was 2,600. 13 Under their direction was an elite army of 307,500, who could wage war with great power, to help the king against the enemy. 14 Moreover, Uzziah prepared for all the army shields, spears, helmets, body armor, bows and sling stones. 15 In Jerusalem he made engines of war invented by skillful men to be on the towers and on the corners for the purpose of shooting arrows and great stones. Hence his fame spread afar, for he was marvelously helped until he was strong.
 16 But when he became strong, his heart was so proud that he acted corruptly, and he was unfaithful to the LORD his God, for he entered the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense. 17 Then Azariah the priest entered after him and with him eighty priests of the LORD, valiant men. 18 They opposed Uzziah the king and said to him, "It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the LORD, but for the priests, the sons of Aaron who are consecrated to burn incense. Get out of the sanctuary, for you have been unfaithful and will have no honor from the LORD God." 19 But Uzziah, with a censer in his hand for burning incense, was enraged; and while he was enraged with the priests, the leprosy broke out on his forehead before the priests in the house of the LORD, beside the altar of incense. 20 Azariah the chief priest and all the priests looked at him, and behold, he was leprous on his forehead; and they hurried him out of there, and he himself also hastened to get out because the LORD had smitten him. 21 King Uzziah was a leper to the day of his death; and he lived in a separate house, being a leper, for he was cut off from the house of the LORD. And Jotham his son was over the king's house judging the people of the land. 
22 Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, first to last, the prophet Isaiah, the son of Amoz, has written. 23 So Uzziah slept with his fathers, and they buried him with his fathers in the field of the grave which belonged to the kings, for they said, "He is a leper." And Jotham his son became king in his place.


From 2 Chronicles 26 (especially v. 16ff—also see 2 Kings 15:5 [Azariah is Uzziah!]) we see that while Uzziah had begun well, he became proud in the strength God gave him and acted foolishly usurping the authority of the Priests for which God struck him immediately with leprosy.  

Isaiah is opening with the citation of Uzziah’s death as a backdrop to the glory of God in heaven.  The Israelites knew well of Uzziah’s circumstances from 2 Kings (≈1015BC) and 2 Chronicles (≈1056BC) which was almost 300 years prior to Isaiah (≈760BC).  With this view of Uzziah in mind, Isaiah’s attempts to contrast the glory and righteousness of God against Uzziah which is symbolic of Isaiah’s (and God’s c.f. 5:4) view of Israel in its failure to live and act righteously before the throne of God! 


4. Isaiah has already called God the “Holy One of Israel,” but here he tells of encountering this holiness personally.  Not all the details are explainable, but what do the various words and phrases of Isaiah 6:2-4 suggest about the holiness of God?  Note 1: The “seraphim” are literally “burning one.”  Note 2: Normally, Hebrew uses one repetition to express a superlative. 

NAU Isaiah 6:2-4 Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory.” 4 And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke.

The seraphs are above God in the position of servants standing and waiting on a seated master.  
The word seraph means burning ones.  It is conjectured that to Isaiah’s view that the movement of the wings would look like flames.  Motyer though believes that Isaiah actually came into contact with their “burning ministry” and that Isaiah accurately records that these creatures are burning!  
The scene is one of constant motion.
The foot is the instrument of action and motion which directs one’s direction in life.  The covering of the feet symbolize the intent of the seraphs not to choose their own paths, but to go only where the Lord commands. 
Holy, Holy, Holy: The supreme truth of God is that He is HOLY!  But our capacity to grasp the depth of that Holiness is limited and to emphasize that the Seraphim cry out in what Motyer calls a “super-superlative” which is the only way to express it by going beyond the normal repetition for emphasis in Hebrew! 
The trembling thresholds and the smoke filling the temple: the trembling is the normal reaction of earth to the divine presence (cf. Ex. 19:18; Hab. 3:3-10).  The smoke (cf.  Ex. 19:18; Deu. 4:11; Ps. 144:5) signifies the presence of God and is a warning to stay clear! Here in Isaiah 6, the trembling of the thresholds prohibits Isaiah in his unclean state entry, and the smoke obscures Isaiah’s view of God in that unclean state! 


5. Such glimpses in Scripture remind us of the heavenly reality which, though invisible, surrounds and pervades all our earthly existence.  Stop and see and hear and feel this scene one more time.  What might it make you pray?   


Day Two — Lost And Saved
(Isaiah 6:5-7)

1. After all the cries of “Woe” in previous chapters, we arrive at Isaiah’s personal cry in Isaiah 6:5.  Examine the phrases of his response in this verse.  What stands out to you and why?
 
NAU Isaiah 6:5 Then I said, "Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts." 

Isaiah while having been declaring the woes of God’s people, much like Paul’s cry as the “chief of sinners” (cf. 1 Tim. 1:15; 1 Cor. 15:9; Eph. 3:8) now confesses his compliance with the rest of God’s people!  

He now equates himself with the same level of uncleanliness as the rest of Israel and confesses that he lived among them without fully dealing with their sins.  God having put Isaiah now before Him has exposed Isaiah to His holiness and in the purity of His holy light.  Isaiah now sees the reality of his sin and the requirement of purity/holiness before the “Holy One of Israel.”  The word Isaiah uses for “ruined” comes from the word for “to be silent” which indicates the state of one dead in their sins (cf. Eph. 2:1, 5; Col. 2:13).  


2. Why are the lips the focus of uncleanness here?  Before you write anything, consider the context of this story with the seraphim, the context of Isaiah’s prophecy, and the larger biblical context (for example, read (Isa. 29:13; Matt. 15:7-9; Heb. 13:15)

NAU Isaiah 29:13 Then the Lord said, "Because this people draw near with their words And honor Me with their lip service, But they remove their hearts far from Me, And their reverence for Me consists of tradition learned by rote,

NAU Matthew 15:7-9 "You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you: 8 'THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME. 9 'BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN.'"

NAU Hebrews 13:15 Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.

It is from our lips that we either declare the glory of God or attempt to promote the glory of men!  Our lips are used to convince others that we are something that we may not be in our hearts!  Our lips are used to bear false witness about others often with grave consequences!  Our lips often praise God in worship while our hearts are dark and our attitudes are of anger, violence, and hatred of others…and even sometimes anger towards God!   
The writer of Hebrews rightly reminds us that the lips fruit should be good fruit that offers up the sacrifice of praise in thanks to God for His goodness and faithfulness….and most importantly for His holiness! 



3. How much do you and people around you in the church today share this response to god’s holiness?  Explain. 







4. The Lord does not leave Isaiah lost.  Think about the burning coal brought to him in Isaiah 6:6-7.  What details help us understand the coal’s efficacy?  (See Ex. 29:35-46 and Lev. 17:11.)  What does the seraph accomplish in touch the coal to Isaiah’s lips?  Note: “Atoned for” literally means “covered.”


NAU Isaiah 6:6-7 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his hand, which he had taken from the altar with tongs. 7 He touched my mouth with it and said, "Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven."
NAU Exodus 29:35-46 "Thus you shall do to Aaron and to his sons, according to all that I have commanded you; you shall ordain them through seven days. 36 "Each day you shall offer a bull as a sin offering for atonement, and you shall purify the altar when you make atonement for it, and you shall anoint it to consecrate it. 37 "For seven days you shall make atonement for the altar and consecrate it; then the altar shall be most holy, and whatever touches the altar shall be holy. 
38 "Now this is what you shall offer on the altar: two one year old lambs each day, continuously. 39 "The one lamb you shall offer in the morning and the other lamb you shall offer at twilight; 40 and there shall be one-tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed with one-fourth of a hin of beaten oil, and one-fourth of a hin of wine for a drink offering with one lamb. 41 "The other lamb you shall offer at twilight, and shall offer with it the same grain offering and the same drink offering as in the morning, for a soothing aroma, an offering by fire to the LORD. 42 "It shall be a continual burnt offering throughout your generations at the doorway of the tent of meeting before the LORD, where I will meet with you, to speak to you there. 43 "I will meet there with the sons of Israel, and it shall be consecrated by My glory. 44 "I will consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar; I will also consecrate Aaron and his sons to minister as priests to Me. 45 "I will dwell among the sons of Israel and will be their God. 46 "They shall know that I am the LORD their God who brought them out of the land of Egypt, that I might dwell among them; I am the LORD their God.

NAU Leviticus 17:11 'For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes atonement.'

Fire in the Old Testament was not a cleansing agent but signified God’s wrath (cf. Gen. 3:24; Num. 11:1-3).  It also signified God’s unapproachable holiness (cf. Ex. 3:2-6; 19:18-25; Deut. 4:33, 36), and the pronouncement of His holy law (cf. Deut. 4:12-14, 33, 36).  

The perpetual fire (cf. Lev. 62-13) from which the Seraphim collects the coal goes past the point of signifying God’s wrath.  For the altar is the very place from which the Holy One of Israel accepted and was pleased with His peoples’ blood sacrifices (cf. Lev. 17:11) by which atonement for their souls was made.  The verb used for atonement means “to effect a ransom price” which Motyer explains as “speaking of a sum of money as sufficient to ‘cover’ a debt, so [atonement] is the payment of whatever divine justice sees as sufficient to over the sinner’s debt, the death of the substitute sacrifice on the alter.”


5. Return for a moment to the huge promises in Isaiah 1:18, 27.  These promises grow in meaning throughout the whole book.  How does Isaiah 6 enlarge our understanding of the promised cleansing and redemption? 

NAU Isaiah 1:18 "Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD, "Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They will be like wool.

NAU Isaiah 1:27 Zion will be redeemed with justice And her repentant ones with righteousness.

Acknowledgement of sin identified by the standard of God’s Word (the only way we can reason together with God on that issue—(cf. WLC 24-4; WSC 14-4), along with our active repentance is a constant theme throughout Scripture!  

NAU Romans 3:20 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin. (also Rom. 4:15; 5:13, 20; Rom. 7:7)
NAU 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
NAU Psalm 32:5 I acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity I did not hide; I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD"; And You forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah.
NAU Proverbs 28:13 He who conceals his transgressions will not prosper, But he who confesses and forsakes them will find compassion.
NAU 1 Timothy 2:14 And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression.
NAU Acts 11:18 When they heard this, they quieted down and glorified God, saying, "Well then, God has granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life."
NAU Acts 20:21 solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.
NAU 2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
NAU Hebrews 6:1 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,






Day Three — Commissioned
(Isaiah 6:8-12)

1. Isaiah is now ready and able to hear (and answer!) God’s call to serve (Isa. 6:8).  Take a moment to read through Psalm 51.  What similar process do you notice? 

NAU Isaiah 6:8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?" Then I said, "Here am I. Send me!"

NAU Psalm 51 For the choir director. A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba. Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; According to the greatness of Your compassion blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity And cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I know my transgressions, And my sin is ever before me. 4 Against You, You only, I have sinned And done what is evil in Your sight, So that You are justified when You speak And blameless when You judge. 5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me. 6 Behold, You desire truth in the innermost being, And in the hidden part You will make me know wisdom. 7 Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 8 Make me to hear joy and gladness, Let the bones which You have broken rejoice. 9 Hide Your face from my sins And blot out all my iniquities. 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11 Do not cast me away from Your presence And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation And sustain me with a willing spirit. 13 Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, And sinners will be converted to You. 14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, the God of my salvation; Then my tongue will joyfully sing of Your righteousness. 15 O Lord, open my lips, That my mouth may declare Your praise. 16 For You do not delight in sacrifice, otherwise I would give it; You are not pleased with burnt offering. 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. 18 By Your favor do good to Zion; Build the walls of Jerusalem. 19 Then You will delight in righteous sacrifices, In burnt offering and whole burnt offering; Then young bulls will be offered on Your altar.




Similarly, David when confronted with the reality of his sin before God knew that it was God who cleanses and that the request for cleansing came after his acknowledgement and confession of his sin and the declaration of God’s righteousness in demanding payment for that sin.  He also acknowledged that it is God who not only can cleanse, but will also change the heart and spirit.  David’s account is more in depth but the overall framework matches Isaiah’s.  There is the acknowledgement of sin when confronted by God’s holy standard/presence; there is the hope of cleansing by God, and there is the understanding of becoming clean by God to continue in service to Him.  



2. Consider the question and answer in Isaiah 6:8. How would you describe Isaiah’s response?  On what is it based and not based?  

NAU Isaiah 6:8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?" Then I said, "Here am I. Send me!"

Motyer: The immediate effect of atonement is reconciliation.  Isaiah had heard and then lost the voice of the ‘burning ones’ in verse 3 but now he hears the Lord’s voice.  The Lord (Adonai) was first seen afar off (1) but now Isaiah is near enough to overhear Him saying/ ‘as he said.’  Isaiah had expressed his own ‘silencing’ (5) but now he is free to speak to God and to associate with His purposes.  The us in who will go for us? Is a plural of consultation (cf. 1 Ki. 22:19-23).  The New Testament, however, relates this passage both to the Lord Jesus (Jn. 12:41) and to the Holy Spirit (Acts 28:25), finding here that which will accommodate the full revelation of the triune God. 


3. Read Isaiah 6:9-10, and then read Matthew 13:10-17 and Acts 28:17-28.  

NAU Isaiah 6:9-10 He said, "Go, and tell this people: 'Keep on listening, but do not perceive; Keep on looking, but do not understand.' 10 "Render the hearts of this people insensitive, Their ears dull, And their eyes dim, Otherwise they might see with their eyes, Hear with their ears, Understand with their hearts, And return and be healed."
NAU Matthew 13:10-17 And the disciples came and said to Him, "Why do You speak to them in parables?" 11 Jesus answered them, "To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted. 12 "For whoever has, to him more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him. 13 "Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 "In their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, 'YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND; YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE; 15 FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES, OTHERWISE THEY WOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES, HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN, AND I WOULD HEAL THEM.' 16 "But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear. 17 "For truly I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.

NAU Acts 28:17-28 After three days Paul called together those who were the leading men of the Jews, and when they came together, he began saying to them, "Brethren, though I had done nothing against our people or the customs of our fathers, yet I was delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. 18 "And when they had examined me, they were willing to release me because there was no ground for putting me to death. 19 "But when the Jews objected, I was forced to appeal to Caesar, not that I had any accusation against my nation. 20 "For this reason, therefore, I requested to see you and to speak with you, for I am wearing this chain for the sake of the hope of Israel." 21 They said to him, "We have neither received letters from Judea concerning you, nor have any of the brethren come here and reported or spoken anything bad about you. 22 "But we desire to hear from you what your views are; for concerning this sect, it is known to us that it is spoken against everywhere."
 23 When they had set a day for Paul, they came to him at his lodging in large numbers; and he was explaining to them by solemnly testifying about the kingdom of God and trying to persuade them concerning Jesus, from both the Law of Moses and from the Prophets, from morning until evening. 24 Some were being persuaded by the things spoken, but others would not believe. 25 And when they did not agree with one another, they began leaving after Paul had spoken one parting word, "The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet to your fathers, 26 saying, 'GO TO THIS PEOPLE AND SAY, "YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND; AND YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE; 27 FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, AND WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES; OTHERWISE THEY MIGHT SEE WITH THEIR EYES, AND HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN, AND I WOULD HEAL THEM."' 28 "Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will also listen."


a. What is the main point of these verses, and why is this point so important for us to understand? 

Verses 9-10 describe Isaiah’s spiritual expectations for his ministry.  

Motyer: Isaiah’s message (9) and his task (10) constitute, at first sight, the oddest commission ever given to a prophet: to tell people not to understand and to effect heart-hardening and spiritual blindness!  There is, however, no way to evade the plain meaning of the verses.  Verse 9 speaks of both the outer faculties (hearing, seeing) and the inner ones (understanding / ‘discerning’, perceiving / ‘knowing’).  Verse 10 arranges these into a rounded structure (heart, ears, eyes, eyes, ears, heart) thus emphasizing a total inability to comprehend.  
The use of these verses in the New Testament is an additional reason to be concerned to interpret them correctly and a simple approach lies to hand: How did Isaiah obey them?  According the criticism levelled at him in 28:9-10, Isaiah taught with such simplicity and clarity that the sophisticates of his day scorned him as fit only to conduct a kindergarten.

NAU Isaiah 28:9-10 "To whom would He teach knowledge, And to whom would He interpret the message? Those just weaned from milk? Those just taken from the breast? 10 "For He says, 'Order on order, order on order, Line on line, line on line, A little here, a little there.'"


b. How should these verses affect us as both hearers and proclaimers of the Word of God?

The key here is part B of verse 10.  “Otherwise they might see with their eyes, Hear with their ears, Understand with their hearts, And return and be healed."
Having been redeemed by God, indwelt by His Holy Spirit, freed from the dominion of and slavery to sin, and given a heart of flesh so that we can spiritually discern (appraise) God’s Word, we are to be every mindful of how easy it is to fall into a stupor when we get clouded by sin in our lives!  

NAU Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
NAU Romans 13:12 The night is almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.
NAU Ephesians 4:22 that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit,
NAU Hebrews 10:36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.


4. In Isaiah 6:11-12, what insights about Isaiah and God can we gain from this question and this part of God’s answer?

NAU Isaiah 6:11-12 Then I said, "Lord, how long?" And He answered, "Until cities are devastated and without inhabitant, Houses are without people And the land is utterly desolate, 12 "The LORD has removed men far away, And the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land.

 God has not left Isaiah without a clear understanding of what awaits Jerusalem and the other cities in Judea along with its inhabitants.  There are times in which it is such times that God deems it necessary to bring His people that low before they come out of their stupor!  (cf.  Isaiah 3:14ff)


Day Four — A Stump Remains
(Isaiah 6:13)

1. How does the picture in Isaiah 6:13 effectively follow the previous verses?  What do we see and understand from this picture?  Note: a terebinth or oak tree can be felled or burned and still send out new shoots from a remaining stump.

Motyer: Typically, for Isaiah, hope is the unexpected fringe attached to the garment of doom.  

Cf. chart from pg. 75 of Commentary: 

A1  The death of the king (1a)
		B1  Responding to the divine holiness (1b-7)
			The Lord in His holiness (1b-4)
			Isaiah pronounces his own and the people’s sentence (5)
			Divine provision (6-7)
		B2  Responding to the divine concern (8-10)
			The Lord overheard (8a)
			Isaiah volunteers (8b)
			The Lord’s commission: the message (9) and the task (10)
		B3  Responding to the divine purpose (11-13a)
			Isaiah enquires about the course of events (11a)
			The Lord’s intention of total destruction (11b-13a)
A2  The oak tree cut down and life which remains (13b)


“The saying is not self-explanatory, but the way in which verse 13b balances and forms an inclusio with verse 1a (see the outline on p. 75) suggests that already here the reference is to the shoot out of the stem of Jesse (11:1); the promise of the Messiah is the guarantee of a future people over whom He will reign  But Isaiah also uses ‘seed’ of the people who will finally enjoy the promises (41:8; 43:5; 45:25; 53:10; 59:21; 65:9, 23; 66:22).  The ‘holy seed’ could be the remnant, called holy and written unto life in Jerusalem (4:3).”

Hmm!…..Cf. Rom. 8:10; Gal. 2:20; Eph. 3:17; Col. 1:27


2. How has the book so far prepared us for Isaiah 6:13?  Consider, for example, Isaiah 1:9; 1:25; 4:2-3. 

NAU Isaiah 1:9 Unless the LORD of hosts Had left us a few survivors, We would be like Sodom, We would be like Gomorrah.
NAU Isaiah 1:25 "I will also turn My hand against you, And will smelt away your dross as with lye And will remove all your alloy.
NAU Isaiah 4:2  In that day the Branch of the LORD will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth will be the pride and the adornment of the survivors of Israel. 3 It will come about that he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy-- everyone who is recorded for life in Jerusalem.






3. In examining the branch of Isaiah 4:2, we looked ahead to Isaiah 11:1-10.  Read those versed once again, this time looking for the stump.  What do you learn?

NAU Isaiah 4:2 In that day the Branch of the LORD will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth will be the pride and the adornment of the survivors of Israel.
NAU Isaiah 11:1-10 Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and understanding, The spirit of counsel and strength, The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 And He will delight in the fear of the LORD, And He will not judge by what His eyes see, Nor make a decision by what His ears hear; 4 But with righteousness He will judge the poor, And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. 5 Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, And faithfulness the belt about His waist. 6 And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the young goat, And the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; And a little boy will lead them. 7 Also the cow and the bear will graze, Their young will lie down together, And the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper's den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the sea. 
10  Then in that day The nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal for the peoples; And His resting place will be glorious.





4. Isaiah 6:13 talks about a holy “seed” or “offspring” as the stump.  Trace Gods promise of a seed or offspring through the following verses: 

a. NAU Genesis 3:15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel."




b. NAU Genesis 22:15-18 Then the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16 and said, "By Myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this thing and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18 "In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice."


c. NAU 2 Samuel 7:12-17 "When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 "He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 "I will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of men and the strokes of the sons of men, 15 but My lovingkindness shall not depart from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 "Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever."'" 17 In accordance with all these words and all this vision, so Nathan spoke to David.



d. NAU Matthew 1:1-17 The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham:
 2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers. 3 Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez was the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram. 4 Ram was the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon. 5 Salmon was the father of Boaz by Rahab, Boaz was the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse. 
6 Jesse was the father of David the king. David was the father of Solomon by Bathsheba who had been the wife of Uriah. 7 Solomon was the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa. 8 Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah. 9 Uzziah was the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah. 10 Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah. 11 Josiah became the father of Jeconiah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. 
12 After the deportation to Babylon: Jeconiah became the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel. 13 Zerubbabel was the father of Abihud, Abihud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor. 14 Azor was the father of Zadok, Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud. 15 Eliud was the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob. 16 Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah. 
17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; from David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations.

NAU Luke 1:68-75 "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited us and accomplished redemption for His people, 69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of David His servant-- 70 As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from of old-- 71 Salvation FROM OUR ENEMIES, And FROM THE HAND OF ALL WHO HATE US; 72 To show mercy toward our fathers, And to remember His holy covenant, 73 The oath which He swore to Abraham our father, 74 To grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies, Might serve Him without fear, 75 In holiness and righteousness before Him all our days.




5. One more question: whom did Isaiah see?  Read John 12:36-43.  Whose glory does John say Isaiah saw, and of whom does John say Isaiah spoke?  Comment on this passage and this connection to Isaiah 6.  

NAU John 12:36-43 "While you have the Light, believe in the Light, so that you may become sons of Light." These things Jesus spoke, and He went away and hid Himself from them. 37 But though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him. 38 This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet which he spoke: "LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT? AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF THE LORD BEEN REVEALED?" 39 For this reason they could not believe, for Isaiah said again, 40 "HE HAS BLINDED THEIR EYES AND HE HARDENED THEIR HEART, SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT SEE WITH THEIR EYES AND PERCEIVE WITH THEIR HEART, AND BE CONVERTED AND I HEAL THEM." 41 These things Isaiah said because he saw His glory, and he spoke of Him. 42 Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God.




Day Five — Conclusions

1. What a magnificent chapter we have studied!  Look back through Chapter 6, focusing on the person of God—what we learn of Him, His attributes, and His way of dealing with human beings.  Write down several aspects of God that stand out to you, and then write your personal response—which could be in the form of a prayer, or questions , or simply a few sentences responding to the Lord God who speaks to us through the inspired words of this prophet who lived so long ago. 

V1. Sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted…
V3. Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory.
V5. My eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.





2.  Look once more through the section and choose a verse or a short passage to write out and commit to memory.  Be ready to share with your group the ways in which you find this verse or verses challenging, helpful, beautiful, etc.  


NAU Isaiah 6:3 And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory."

NAU Isaiah 6:8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?" Then I said, "Here am I. Send me!"


Lesson 5 – (Isaiah 7:1-9:7)
The Lord Gives a Sign

Isaiah 7 moves from the death of Uzziah (around 740 B.C.) to a time of crisis during the reign of Ahaz, around 735 B.C.  The Assyrian Empire was on the rise and Israel (the northern kingdom) was afraid.  So was its neighbor Syria.  They made an alliance against Assyria and demanded that Judah join them, but Judah refused.  So King Rezin of Syria and King Pekah of Israel threatened war against King Ahaz of Judah.  Ahaz, who represents the kingly line of David, was scared to death.  He even looked to Assyria for help (see 2 Kings 16:1-9).  That’s the context as we plunge in to the world of these little kings, right after seeing the King of Heaven in chapter 6.  
























NAU 2 Kings 16:1-9 In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of Remaliah, Ahaz the son of Jotham, king of Judah, became king. 2 Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem; and he did not do what was right in the sight of the LORD his God, as his father David had done. 3 But he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, and even made his son pass through the fire, according to the abominations of the nations whom the LORD had driven out from before the sons of Israel. 4 He sacrificed and burned incense on the high places and on the hills and under every green tree.
 5 Then Rezin king of Aram and Pekah son of Remaliah, king of Israel, came up to Jerusalem to wage war; and they besieged Ahaz, but could not overcome him. 6 At that time Rezin king of Aram recovered Elath for Aram, and cleared the Judeans out of Elath entirely; and the Arameans came to Elath and have lived there to this day. 7 So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, saying, "I am your servant and your son; come up and deliver me from the hand of the king of Aram and from the hand of the king of Israel, who are rising up against me." 8 Ahaz took the silver and gold that was found in the house of the LORD and in the treasuries of the king's house, and sent a present to the king of Assyria. 9 So the king of Assyria listened to him; and the king of Assyria went up against Damascus and captured it, and carried the people of it away into exile to Kir, and put Rezin to death.


Day One—What Kind of a King?
(Isaiah 7:1-9)

1.  Skim Isaiah 7-8, jotting down observations and thoughts. 

NAU Isaiah 7:1 Now it came about in the days of Ahaz, the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Aram and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up to Jerusalem to wage war against it, but could not conquer it. 2 When it was reported to the house of David, saying, "The Arameans have camped in Ephraim," his heart and the hearts of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake with the wind. 
3 Then the LORD said to Isaiah, "Go out now to meet Ahaz, you and your son Shear-jashub, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool, on the highway to the fuller's field, 4 and say to him, 'Take care and be calm, have no fear and do not be fainthearted because of these two stubs of smoldering firebrands, on account of the fierce anger of Rezin and Aram and the son of Remaliah. 5 'Because Aram, with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah, has planned evil against you, saying, 6 "Let us go up against Judah and terrorize it, and make for ourselves a breach in its walls and set up the son of Tabeel as king in the midst of it," 7 thus says the Lord GOD: "It shall not stand nor shall it come to pass. 8 "For the head of Aram is Damascus and the head of Damascus is Rezin (now within another 65 years Ephraim will be shattered, so that it is no longer a people), 9 and the head of Ephraim is Samaria and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. If you will not believe, you surely shall not last."'"
 10 Then the LORD spoke again to Ahaz, saying, 11 "Ask a sign for yourself from the LORD your God; make it deep as Sheol or high as heaven." 12 But Ahaz said, "I will not ask, nor will I test the LORD!" 13 Then he said, "Listen now, O house of David! Is it too slight a thing for you to try the patience of men, that you will try the patience of my God as well? 14 "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel. 15 "He will eat curds and honey at the time He knows enough to refuse evil and choose good. 16 "For before the boy will know enough to refuse evil and choose good, the land whose two kings you dread will be forsaken. 17 "The LORD will bring on you, on your people, and on your father's house such days as have never come since the day that Ephraim separated from Judah, the king of Assyria."
 18  In that day the LORD will whistle for the fly that is in the remotest part of the rivers of Egypt and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria. 19 They will all come and settle on the steep ravines, on the ledges of the cliffs, on all the thorn bushes and on all the watering places.
 20 In that day the Lord will shave with a razor, hired from regions beyond the Euphrates (that is, with the king of Assyria), the head and the hair of the legs; and it will also remove the beard. 
21 Now in that day a man may keep alive a heifer and a pair of sheep; 22 and because of the abundance of the milk produced he will eat curds, for everyone that is left within the land will eat curds and honey. 
23 And it will come about in that day, that every place where there used to be a thousand vines, valued at a thousand shekels of silver, will become briars and thorns. 24 People will come there with bows and arrows because all the land will be briars and thorns. 25 As for all the hills which used to be cultivated with the hoe, you will not go there for fear of briars and thorns; but they will become a place for pasturing oxen and for sheep to trample.
 8:1 Then the LORD said to me, "Take for yourself a large tablet and write on it in ordinary letters: Swift is the booty, speedy is the prey. 2 "And I will take to Myself faithful witnesses for testimony, Uriah the priest and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah." 3 So I approached the prophetess, and she conceived and gave birth to a son. Then the LORD said to me, "Name him Maher-shalal-hash-baz; 4 for before the boy knows how to cry out 'My father ' or 'My mother,' the wealth of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria will be carried away before the king of Assyria." 
5 Again the LORD spoke to me further, saying, 6 "Inasmuch as these people have rejected the gently flowing waters of Shiloah And rejoice in Rezin and the son of Remaliah; 7 "Now therefore, behold, the Lord is about to bring on them the strong and abundant waters of the Euphrates, Even the king of Assyria and all his glory; And it will rise up over all its channels and go over all its banks. 8 "Then it will sweep on into Judah, it will overflow and pass through, It will reach even to the neck; And the spread of its wings will fill the breadth of your land, O Immanuel. 9 "Be broken, O peoples, and be shattered; And give ear, all remote places of the earth. Gird yourselves, yet be shattered; Gird yourselves, yet be shattered. 10 "Devise a plan, but it will be thwarted; State a proposal, but it will not stand, For God is with us."
 11 For thus the LORD spoke to me with mighty power and instructed me not to walk in the way of this people, saying, 12 "You are not to say, 'It is a conspiracy!' In regard to all that this people call a conspiracy, And you are not to fear what they fear or be in dread of it. 13 "It is the LORD of hosts whom you should regard as holy. And He shall be your fear, And He shall be your dread. 14 "Then He shall become a sanctuary; But to both the houses of Israel, a stone to strike and a rock to stumble over, And a snare and a trap for the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 15 "Many will stumble over them, Then they will fall and be broken; They will even be snared and caught."
 16 Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples. 17 And I will wait for the LORD who is hiding His face from the house of Jacob; I will even look eagerly for Him. 18 Behold, I and the children whom the LORD has given me are for signs and wonders in Israel from the LORD of hosts, who dwells on Mount Zion. 19 When they say to you, "Consult the mediums and the spiritists who whisper and mutter," should not a people consult their God? Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living? 20 To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because they have no dawn. 21 They will pass through the land hard-pressed and famished, and it will turn out that when they are hungry, they will be enraged and curse their king and their God as they face upward. 22 Then they will look to the earth, and behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of anguish; and they will be driven away into darkness.

  




The “Shape” of the passage (putting it in its literary perspective): 

  A1	The house of David threatened (1-2)
		B1	Isiah’s son: the plans of the northern powers (3-6)
			C1	the Lord’s word of assurance (7-9)
				D	The response of unbelief (10-12)
			C2	The Lord’s sign of judgment (13-15)
		B2	The virgin’s son: the destruction of the northern powers (16)
    A2	The house of David destroyed (17)


2.  Consider Isaiah 7:1-9.  

NAU Isaiah 7:1-9 Now it came about in the days of Ahaz, the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Aram and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up to Jerusalem to wage war against it, but could not conquer it. 2 When it was reported to the house of David, saying, "The Arameans have camped in Ephraim," his heart and the hearts of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake with the wind.
 3 Then the LORD said to Isaiah, "Go out now to meet Ahaz, you and your son Shear-jashub, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool, on the highway to the fuller's field, 4 and say to him, 'Take care and be calm, have no fear and do not be fainthearted because of these two stubs of smoldering firebrands, on account of the fierce anger of Rezin and Aram and the son of Remaliah. 5 'Because Aram, with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah, has planned evil against you, saying, 6 "Let us go up against Judah and terrorize it, and make for ourselves a breach in its walls and set up the son of Tabeel as king in the midst of it," 7 thus says the Lord GOD: "It shall not stand nor shall it come to pass. 8 "For the head of Aram is Damascus and the head of Damascus is Rezin (now within another 65 years Ephraim will be shattered, so that it is no longer a people), 9 and the head of Ephraim is Samaria and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. If you will not believe, you surely shall not last."'"

a.  What aims are Rezin and Pekah trying to accomplish, and why will they not succeed?  

Motyer: “Threatened by Assyrian expansion, Ephraim and Aram had formed an alliance and when Judah seemed disinclined to join started exerting pressure (2Ki 15:37) to achieve a defensive, anti-Assyrian united front of Palestinian states. This led to a large-scale invasion (2Chr. 28:5-8), but in spite of much success the Assyrians were not able to take Jerusalem.   A second invasion followed (2 Chr. 28:17-18), this time with the avowed intention of bringing David’s dynasty to an end (6).  The house of David is not used elsewhere, as here, of the dynasty personified in the current king.  The description here deliberately pin-points the particular crisis of the day.  Ahaz is the ‘house of David’, and what he now does will be decisive for the future of the dynasty.  The verb translated has allied itself occurs sixty-three times in the Old Testament, always, as in verse 19, meaning ‘to settle down, to swarm’.  The ten-year-old alliance would not as such constitute news of a cause of panic, but intelligence reports of large-scale troop movement in Israel (‘the place is swarming with them’) would and did.  Another invasion was impending before which king and people panicked.”  

It was not God’s will for Jerusalem to fall at that time! God sent Rezin and Pekah as judgment against the people of Judah—a foretaste of the final judgment to come that will send Judah into exile! 

NAU 2 Kings 15:37 In those days the LORD began to send Rezin king of Aram and Pekah the son of Remaliah against Judah.

1st Invasion: 

NAU 2 Chronicles 28:1-8 Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem; and he did not do right in the sight of the LORD as David his father had done. 2 But he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel; he also made molten images for the Baals. 3 Moreover, he burned incense in the valley of Ben-hinnom and burned his sons in fire, according to the abominations of the nations whom the LORD had driven out before the sons of Israel. 4 He sacrificed and burned incense on the high places, on the hills and under every green tree. 
5 Wherefore, the LORD his God delivered him into the hand of the king of Aram; and they defeated him and carried away from him a great number of captives and brought them to Damascus. And he was also delivered into the hand of the king of Israel, who inflicted him with heavy casualties. 6 For Pekah the son of Remaliah slew in Judah 120,000 in one day, all valiant men, because they had forsaken the LORD God of their fathers. 7 And Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, slew Maaseiah the king's son and Azrikam the ruler of the house and Elkanah the second to the king.
 8 The sons of Israel carried away captive of their brethren 200,000 women, sons and daughters; and they took also a great deal of spoil from them, and brought the spoil to Samaria.

2nd Invasion: 

NAU 2 Chronicles 28:17-21 For again the Edomites had come and attacked Judah and carried away captives. 18 The Philistines also had invaded the cities of the lowland and of the Negev of Judah, and had taken Beth-shemesh, Aijalon, Gederoth, and Soco with its villages, Timnah with its villages, and Gimzo with its villages, and they settled there. 19 For the LORD humbled Judah because of Ahaz king of Israel, for he had brought about a lack of restraint in Judah and was very unfaithful to the LORD. 20 So Tilgath-pilneser king of Assyria came against him and afflicted him instead of strengthening him. 21 Although Ahaz took a portion out of the house of the LORD and out of the palace of the king and of the princes, and gave it to the king of Assyria, it did not help him.


b.  Contrast Ahaz’s perspective and God’s perspective on these two kings.  

Ahaz, along with the people of Judah are fearful not acknowledging the faithfulness of God to be their King and protector in response to their faith and obedience!  God knows the hearts of every man including Rezin and Pekah whom He is using as an instrument of judgment upon Judah.  God sent Isaiah to offer up that promise (3-7, 9) that would come about and all God asked was for them to have faith in His promises even to the point of offering a “sign” (11). 



3.  In Isaiah 7:1-9, what gifts does God send to King Ahaz through the prophet Isaiah—by words and by other means?  Note 1: Damascus (Syria’s capital) fell to Assyria in 732 B. C.  Samaria (Israel’s capitol) fell to Assyria in 722 B.C., and its people were eventually exiled and dispersed, never again to reunite.  Note 2: Shear-jashub means “ A remnant shall return.”

This “gift” is the promise of Judah’s enemies demise!  Albeit that out of that total judgment of Judah to come only a remnant shall remain!   


4.  The last two lines of Isaiah 7:9 are God’s “clincher,” a rhyming wordplay in the Hebrew.  Comment on these words, considering questions such as: What is “faith,” which God evidently considers so crucial (Heb. 11:1-2)?  What in the book so far has clarified the necessity of faith?  How have you experienced the truth of this potent little maxim?  

NAU Isaiah 7:8 "For the head of Aram is Damascus and the head of Damascus is Rezin (now within another 65 years Ephraim will be shattered, so that it is no longer a people),

NAU Isaiah 7:9 and the head of Ephraim is Samaria and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. If you will not believe, you surely shall not last."'"


NAU Hebrews 11:1-2 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it the men of old gained approval.

Motyer: “Isaiah turns to supportive argument.  Doubtless in speech Isaiah elaborated his meaning but he left on record only this highly aphoristic utterance, leaving us to read between the lines: 

A1		The head of Aram is Damascus
		B1	And the head of Damascus is Rezin
C1	And within sixty-five years Ephraim will be shattered, no longer a people  (God’s Promise)
A2		And the head of Ephraim is Samaria
		B2	And the head of Samaria is Remaliah’s son
C2	If you do not stand by faith, indeed you will not stand at all  (Having faith in God’s Promises)
	
In this perfectly balanced utterance, the A and B lines refer to the confederate powers, their capitals (A) and their kings (B).  The C lines balance the coming dissolution of Ephraim with the possible dissolution of Judah.  The general message of warning is plain: Ephraim chose the path of human collective security by its alliance with Aram and thus sealed its doom.  It would, therefore, cease to be a nation (C1).    To reject the way of faith for the collective security of an alliance with Assyria would likewise spell the end for Judah (C2).  The way of faith (C2) stands in contrast with the stress on earthly, human power in the A and B lines.  For all their boasted defensive alliance, their strength was, in the last analysis, only whatever Damascus or Samaria could offer in the final Assyrian onslaught (2Ki. 16:9; 17:5) and the wisdom behind their policy was only whatever Rezin and Remaliah’s son could devise!  But what Isaiah left unsaid must have shouted as loudly to Ahaz as what he did say: The head of Judah is Jerusalem, and the head of Jerusalem is Davis’s son.  Here was a situation of divine strength and a kingship sustained by divine promises.  Hence the call to faith and the warning that to abandon faith is to lose all.  On the supposition that the sixty-five years is the period 735-670 BC, the reference is to the fact that in 671 Esarhaddon imported foreign settlers into the area of the former northern kingdom (cf. 2 Ki. 17:24; 2 Ch. 33:11; Exr. 4:2).  At that point those deported after the fall of Samaria (722 BC) were bereft of a land to return to and thus finally ceased as a sovereign people.  With If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand al all the NIV attempts to catch the assonance of the Hebrew (ta’ mýnû. . .tē āmēnû).  Faith is the central reality of the Lord’s people, not just their distinctiveness but their ground of existence.  No faith, no people.  The MT [Masoretic Text] includes an affirmative particle overlooked in the NIV: ‘indeed (ký) you will not stand at all’.  In the light of 6:9-13, this is the point of no return; to fail to respond now by trusting the Lord’s promises’ to bring about the final heart-hardening.”


Day Two—Reading the Sign
(Isaiah 7:10-25)

1.  God does not hide from us in order to make faith difficult.  In fact, what do we see in the various phrases of Isaiah 7:10-11 that indicate quite the contrary?

NAU Isaiah 7:10-11 Then the LORD spoke again to Ahaz, saying, 11 "Ask a sign for yourself from the LORD your God; make it deep as Sheol or high as heaven."

Note: vv. 10-17 is Isaiah’s second message to Ahaz in an attempt to move Ahaz towards faith (10-12).  Ahaz’s failure to respond in true faith leads to Isaiah’s rebuke of Ahaz as a failure in leading God’s people in faith and obedience to God’s word (13-15).  Additionally, Isaiah warns of disaster greater than the schisms that befell the ten northern tribes (16-17).

Motyer: When the Lord spoke to Ahaz the human messenger was forgotten and only the voice of ‘the Sovereign’ was heard (cf. verse 7).  This is the reality of the verbal inspiration of the prophets.   

A “Sign”:
NAU Judges 6:36-40 Then Gideon said to God, "If You will deliver Israel through me, as You have spoken, 37 behold, I will put a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If there is dew on the fleece only, and it is dry on all the ground, then I will know that You will deliver Israel through me, as You have spoken." 38 And it was so. When he arose early the next morning and squeezed the fleece, he drained the dew from the fleece, a bowl full of water. 39 Then Gideon said to God, "Do not let Your anger burn against me that I may speak once more; please let me make a test once more with the fleece, let it now be dry only on the fleece, and let there be dew on all the ground." 40 God did so that night; for it was dry only on the fleece, and dew was on all the ground.

Gideon asked not because a lack of faith, but to be sure that he was obeying the will God.  

Motyer says that Isaiah’s request for Ahaz to ask for a sign was an expression of believing commitment.  The reference to the Lord your God shows that Isaiah is appealing to Ahaz in this light…the Lord is ready to ‘stop at nothing’, whether the deepest depths or in the highest heights, for the sake of the Davidic Kind and the chosen city.

Cf. NAU Isaiah 38:8 "Behold, I will cause the shadow on the stairway, which has gone down with the sun on the stairway of Ahaz, to go back ten steps." So the sun's shadow went back ten steps on the stairway on which it had gone down.

“…to say that the Lord would indeed have been as good as His word if only Ahaz had responded with trust.  The magnitude of the offer (as we might say, ‘to move heaven and earth’) highlights the seriousness of the crisis and also the importance the Lord attaches to the exercise of faith.”


2.  Ahaz’s first recorded words, in Isaiah 7:12, sound pious and full of faith (see Deut. 6:16-19).  What are they not?

NAU Isaiah 7:12 But Ahaz said, "I will not ask, nor will I test the LORD!"

NAU Deuteronomy 6:16-19 "You shall not put the LORD your God to the test, as you tested Him at Massah. 17 "You should diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God, and His testimonies and His statutes which He has commanded you. 18 "You shall do what is right and good in the sight of the LORD, that it may be well with you and that you may go in and possess the good land which the LORD swore to give your fathers, 19 by driving out all your enemies from before you, as the LORD has spoken.

Motyer: Ahaz refuses to put the Lord to the test and thereby shrouds his unwillingness to face the spiritual realities of the situation in a veil of piety (cf. Jn. 4:16-20).  There is indeed a sin of ‘testing God.’  Essentially it is the sin of unbelief.  Characteristically it says, ‘I will truth if God proves Himself trustworthy’ or ‘I will not believe unless God so proves Himself.’  At Massah (Ex. 17), according to Psalm 81:7<8>, the Lord tested His people; according to Psalm 95:9, they tested Him.  His test was whether, on the basis of all His recent past care, they would now trust Him in a fresh threat; their test was to suspend belief, to doubt the goodwill of God.  To ask a sign in this spirit is proof that one does not believe.  Pious though His words sound, Ahaz but using them demonstrated himself to be the willfully unbelieving man—and since he would not believe, he could not continue.  This was the moment of decision.  Just as the Lord loves to be trusted (cf. Matt. 8:10), so unbelief is the unforgivable sin (cf. Jn. 16:9).  

NAU Matthew 8:8-10 But the centurion said, "Lord, I am not worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 "For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to this one, 'Go!' and he goes, and to another, 'Come!' and he comes, and to my slave, 'Do this!' and he does it." 10 Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled and said to those who were following, "Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel.

NAU John 16:8 "And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me;


3.  In Isaiah 7:13, why do you think Isaiah refers to King Ahaz and to God the way he does (see also Isa. 7:2)?

NAU Isaiah 7:13 Then he said, "Listen now, O house of David!  Is it too slight a thing for you to try the patience of men, that you will try the patience of my God as well?

Isaiah references Ahaz as “the House of David” to demonstrate to him the gravity of his sin (his lack of faith being the greatest) as the King of the House of Judah (David represents the house of Judah – cf. v. 2, 13, & 17; 22:22).   The gravity is great because as the King leads, so the people follow in both the sin and the judgment! 

Motyer: The failure of the house of David is wider than Ahaz.  From the beginning it has failed to live up to its divine remit.  It has produced neither the perfect king nor the golden age but rather the reverse.  A whole history of human inadequacy suddenly passes before Isaiah’s eyes.  With the change from the your God of verse 10 to my God here, Isaiah signals the new, disastrous turn of events.

4.  Read Isaiah 7:14-17, Note: The word for “virgin” here refers most commonly to an unmarried woman, a maiden, with the literal meaning of “virgin” implied.

NAU Isaiah 7:14-17 "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel. 15 "He will eat curds and honey at the time He knows enough to refuse evil and choose good. 16 "For before the boy will know enough to refuse evil and choose good, the land whose two kings you dread will be forsaken. 17 "The LORD will bring on you, on your people, and on your father's house such days as have never come since the day that Ephraim separated from Judah, the king of Assyria."

a.  What words would you use to describe God as we see Him in these verses?  Explain briefly. 

A turning from invitation to prediction.
“No longer persuading to faith, but confirming divine displeasure!” 


b.  What does Matthew 1:18-25 tell us about these verses? 

NAU Matthew 1:18-25 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. 19 And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly. 20 But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 "She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins." 22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 "BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which translated means, "GOD WITH US." 24 And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took Mary as his wife, 25 but kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus.

(Virgin—see Motyer’s extensive attention to his word, pp. 84-85)
There may also have been an Immanuel born in Isaiah’s time, as an immediate and part fulfillment of this prophecy, but in both cases it would be true, as Isaiah 7:15-17 states, that long before the boy would grow to maturity, Israel and Syria—and Judah as well—will have suffered a great destruction (Assyria helped Judah against Rezin and Pekah, and then not only destroyed Syria and Israel but devastated a great portion of Judah as well).  The sign is associated with judgment as well as hope. 


5.  In Isaiah 7:18-25, what do you notice about the way Isaiah foretells the destruction Assyria will bring?  What do these images communicate?  What words do you find repeated, and how are they different? 

NAU Isaiah 7:18-25 In that day the LORD will whistle for the fly that is in the remotest part of the rivers of Egypt and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria. 19 They will all come and settle on the steep ravines, on the ledges of the cliffs, on all the thorn bushes and on all the watering places. 
20 In that day the Lord will shave with a razor, hired from regions beyond the Euphrates (that is, with the king of Assyria), the head and the hair of the legs; and it will also remove the beard. 
21 Now in that day a man may keep alive a heifer and a pair of sheep; 22 and because of the abundance of the milk produced he will eat curds, for everyone that is left within the land will eat curds and honey. 
23 And it will come about in that day, that every place where there used to be a thousand vines, valued at a thousand shekels of silver, will become briars and thorns. 24 People will come there with bows and arrows because all the land will be briars and thorns. 25 As for all the hills which used to be cultivated with the hoe, you will not go there for fear of briars and thorns; but they will become a place for pasturing oxen and for sheep to trample.

The way: Isaiah now speaks to Ahaz as the deliverer of God’s settled response (judgment) to Ahaz and Judah’s lack of faith and obedience.  

Images: All these images communicate God turning the environment (land) of Judah from that of abundance to scarcity—scarcity that borders of total primal existence (for those who survive!). 

Note: do not confuse “land flowing with milk and honey” with “eating curds and honey;” the latter indicating food for the poor due to primitive simplicity in a land that has lost it agricultural base (milk and honey were natural products of the land—not of agriculture). 

Repeated: see underlined text above.

Day Three—Watch Out For Assyria
(Isaiah 8)

1.  With the additional son of Isaiah in Isaiah 8:1-4, what message is God reiterating, and how does he make the message especially vivid?  Note 1: Maher-shalal-has-bax means “the spoil speeds, the prey hastens.”  Note 2: The prophetess of v. 3 is Isaiah’s wife, perhaps also a messenger of god’s word—in any case one who carried and delivered the word of God to his people.  This second son brings a prophecy we have already heard—but this time an immediate one. 

NAU Isaiah 8:1-4 Then the LORD said to me, "Take for yourself a large tablet and write on it in ordinary letters: Swift is the booty, speedy is the prey. 2 "And I will take to Myself faithful witnesses for testimony, Uriah the priest and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah." 3 So I approached the prophetess, and she conceived and gave birth to a son. Then the LORD said to me, "Name him Maher-shalal-hash-baz; 4 for before the boy knows how to cry out 'My father ' or 'My mother,' the wealth of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria will be carried away before the king of Assyria."

The “large tablet” is sometimes translated large scroll, but this is properly translated large tablet or placard!  The ordinary letters literally means “the engraving tool of man.”  The name Maher-shalal-hash-baz is not intended to answer questions as it literally means: “Speed-spoil-haste-booty” and thus really is not grammatical but impressionist so that it would invoke more questions!  Such an impending conquest image is to give the sense that the conquerors are focused upon the spoils/booty rather than the battle! 

The imagery projected is one of quick ruin in all aspects of life! 


2.  What two kinds of water are contrasted in Isaiah 8:5-8, and what does each picture?  How does the second image change into another ominous picture?  (Shiloah was the water source for Jerusalem.)

NAU Isaiah 8:5-8 Again the LORD spoke to me further, saying, 6 "Inasmuch as these people have rejected the gently flowing waters of Shiloah And rejoice in Rezin and the son of Remaliah; 7 "Now therefore, behold, the Lord is about to bring on them the strong and abundant waters of the Euphrates, Even the king of Assyria and all his glory; And it will rise up over all its channels and go over all its banks. 8 "Then it will sweep on into Judah, it will overflow and pass through, It will reach even to the neck; And the spread of its wings will fill the breadth of your land, O Immanuel.

Here Isaiah has rekindled the thought behind 7:17…
NAU Isaiah 7:17 "The LORD will bring on you, on your people, and on your father's house such days as have never come since the day that Ephraim separated from Judah, the king of Assyria."
Isaiah’s son will signal the imminent punishment upon the northern powers which also is a precursor of its domination of Judah. 

Shiloah was the stream from the Gihon spring into Jerusalem.  It represented David’s monarchy for it was from there that his authority passed to his sons (cf. 1Kings 1:33-34, 45); and secondly, it represented Jerusalem as a city of faith! Ahaz in 7:3 was deeply concerned about that water supply under the threat of invasion and siege.  Since this water supply fed the nearly impregnatable city of Jerusalem from outside its walls, it was a matter of faith for its inhabitants to believe that God would continue that supply to them! 

The northern tribes rejected the rule of God through His anointed one, David.  They instead put their trust into Rezin (Aram) and in the Son of Remaliah (son of Pekah of Israel) who were kings appointed by men rather than God (cf. 1Kings 15:25ff)!  (lit. a monarchy of their own making).  “Such comprehensive abandonment of the Lord, his city and his king must reap its reward.  That reward is found in the waters of divine cursing through Assyria… a perfect reflection of God’s covenant with them in the blessings and curses of Ebal and Gerizem! 

NAU Deuteronomy 11:29 "It shall come about, when the LORD your God brings you into the land where you are entering to possess it, that you shall place the blessing on Mount Gerizim and the curse on Mount Ebal.

NAU Joshua 8:33 All Israel with their elders and officers and their judges were standing on both sides of the ark before the Levitical priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD, the stranger as well as the native. Half of them stood in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in front of Mount Ebal, just as Moses the servant of the LORD had given command at first to bless the people of Israel.

“To the human eye the way of faith (Jerusalem and its vulnerable water supply) is full of insecurity and hazard, but the believer sees all this and says, ‘He is faithful who promises’ (Heb. 10:23).  But to choose the world is to be overwhelmed by the world.  Isaiah will not allow people to escape the rigour of their own choices; to choose a savior other than the Lord is to find a destroyer, in some form or another the king of Assyria with all his pomp.”


3.  How amazing that Isaiah in v. 8 addresses God’s people as “Immanuel,” identifying them with the particular child to come.  What hope is revealed to them in Isaiah 8:8, 9-10?  (The last two verses offer a poetic address to Syria and Israel, and perhaps to all peoples and nations that rise up against God’s people and try to put someone else on the throne of David.)
 
NAU Isaiah 8:8 "Then it will sweep on into Judah, it will overflow and pass through, It will reach even to the neck; And the spread of its wings will fill the breadth of your land, O Immanuel.

NAU Isaiah 8:9-10 "Be broken, O peoples, and be shattered; And give ear, all remote places of the earth. Gird yourselves, yet be shattered; Gird yourselves, yet be shattered. 10 "Devise a plan, but it will be thwarted; State a proposal, but it will not stand, For God is with us."

The word “sweep” indicates a sudden change as keeping with the concept of water rushing over land!  

While that sweeping occurs over the entire land, there is a glimmer of hope in the phrase “will reach even to the neck” in that Immanuel’s land is swamped but that its people will still have their heads above water!  

“Two ‘Immanuel’ references link this section with the last.  In 8:8 Immanuel shares the suffering of his land and in 8:9-10, though the nations world-wide prepare for battle their plan will be frustrated ‘because God is with us’ (v. 10).  Immanuel is a truth as well as a name – the truth of the Lord’s presence with his people and the security which it brings.”

Who is to be saved?  

NAU Isaiah 10:20-22 Now in that day the remnant of Israel, and those of the house of Jacob who have escaped, will never again rely on the one who struck them, but will truly rely on the LORD, the Holy One of Israel. 21 A remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the mighty God. 22 For though your people, O Israel, may be like the sand of the sea, Only a remnant within them will return; A destruction is determined, overflowing with righteousness.
NAU Isaiah 11:11 Then it will happen on that day that the Lord Will again recover the second time with His hand The remnant of His people, who will remain, From Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, And from the islands of the sea.
NAU Isaiah 11:16 And there will be a highway from Assyria For the remnant of His people who will be left, Just as there was for Israel In the day that they came up out of the land of Egypt.
NAU Isaiah 15:9 For the waters of Dimon are full of blood; Surely I will bring added woes upon Dimon, A lion upon the fugitives of Moab and upon the remnant of the land.
NAU Isaiah 16:14 But now the LORD speaks, saying, "Within three years, as a hired man would count them, the glory of Moab will be degraded along with all his great population, and his remnant will be very small and impotent."
NAU Isaiah 17:3 "The fortified city will disappear from Ephraim, And sovereignty from Damascus And the remnant of Aram; They will be like the glory of the sons of Israel," Declares the LORD of hosts.
NAU Isaiah 28:5 In that day the LORD of hosts will become a beautiful crown And a glorious diadem to the remnant of His people;
NAU Isaiah 37:4 'Perhaps the LORD your God will hear the words of Rabshakeh, whom his master the king of Assyria has sent to reproach the living God, and will rebuke the words which the LORD your God has heard. Therefore, offer a prayer for the remnant that is left.'"
NAU Isaiah 37:31 "The surviving remnant of the house of Judah will again take root downward and bear fruit upward.
NAU Isaiah 46:3 "Listen to Me, O house of Jacob, And all the remnant of the house of Israel, You who have been borne by Me from birth And have been carried from the womb;

4.  In this chapter’s final section.  Isaiah 8:11-22, Isaiah commits himself to following and serving God, as opposed to following the godless ones all around him.  Note: The “teaching” and the “testimony” refer to the Word of God.

NAU Isaiah 8:11-12  For thus the LORD spoke to me with mighty power [lit. with his strong hand upon me] and instructed me not to walk in the way of this people, saying, 12 "You are not to say, 'It is a conspiracy!' In regard to all that this people call a conspiracy, And you are not to fear what they fear or be in dread of it. 13 "It is the LORD of hosts whom you should regard as holy. And He shall be your fear, And He shall be your dread. 14 "Then He shall become a sanctuary; But to both the houses of Israel, a stone to strike and a rock to stumble over, And a snare and a trap for the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 15 "Many will stumble over them, Then they will fall and be broken; They will even be snared and caught."
 16 Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples. 17 And I will wait for the LORD who is hiding His face from the house of Jacob; I will even look eagerly for Him. 18 Behold, I and the children whom the LORD has given me are for signs and wonders in Israel from the LORD of hosts, who dwells on Mount Zion. 19 When they say to you, "Consult the mediums and the spiritists who whisper and mutter," should not a people consult their God? Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living? 20 To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because they have no dawn. 21 They will pass through the land hard-pressed and famished, and it will turn out that when they are hungry, they will be enraged and curse their king and their God as they face upward. 22 Then they will look to the earth, and behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of anguish; and they will be driven away into darkness.


a.  What does this passage show to be the strength of the godly in the midst of much ungodliness?    

Isaiah gains an unshakeable peace while the ungodly all around him are seized by fear and uncontrolled emotional reasoning (cf. 7:2) by the “strong hand” of God Himself.  The hand symbolizes personal agency and the exercise of His divine power and providence (cf. Ex. 6:1) which compels Isaiah to “distance himself from the people (cf.  Jer. 15:17).  His separation was not self-appointed exclusivism but (like all true separation) obedience to the word of God.  The way is mainly the life-style but here includes the thoughts, ideas, fears, etc. characteristic of his contemporaries.” 

NAU Isaiah 7:2 When it was reported to the house of David, saying, "The Arameans have camped in Ephraim," his heart and the hearts of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake with the wind.

NAU Exodus 6:1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh; for under compulsion he will let them go, and under compulsion he will drive them out of his land."

NAU Jeremiah 15:17 I did not sit in the circle of merrymakers, Nor did I exult. Because of Your hand upon me I sat alone, For You filled me with indignation.


b.  How will the godless often respond to the godly in their midst? 

The ungodly respond by clinging to false conspiracies which causes them to fear the wrong thing(s)!  “Isaiah and his disciples are to have no part in a fear-ridden society but to be conspicuous for a different lifestyle, unmoved by the fears around; a calm in the midst of life’s storms and menaces.” 





c.  In what ways do these verses challenge you personally?  





Day Four—Light Shining
(Isaiah 9:1-7)

1.  Read through Isaiah 9:1-7.  How would you characterize the transition from chapter 8 to chapter 9?  Note 1:  Zebulun and Naphtali were northern regions, first to be invaded by enemies.  The “way of the sea” is west toward the Mediterranean, stretching along its shores.  “Beyond the Jordan” is east, Judah, then, will stretch in all directions, as the whole earth will become part of this latter-day picture (recall Isa. 2:2).  Note 2:  When referring to future events as certain as if they had already happened, Hebrew writers sometimes used verbs in the past tense, as here.  Note 3:  The “day of Midian” refers to Gideon’s story in Judges 7.

NAU Isaiah 9:1-7 But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He treated the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali with contempt, but later on He shall make it glorious, by the way of the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. 2 The people who walk in darkness Will see a great light; Those who live in a dark land, The light will shine on them. 3 You shall multiply the nation, You shall increase their gladness; They will be glad in Your presence As with the gladness of harvest, As men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 4 For You shall break the yoke of their burden and the staff on their shoulders, The rod of their oppressor, as at the battle of Midian. 5 For every boot of the booted warrior in the battle tumult, And cloak rolled in blood, will be for burning, fuel for the fire. 6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 7 There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.





2.  What is the main sense of this poem, as found in Isaiah 9:1-3?  To what key or repeated words would you point? 

NAU Isaiah 9:1-3 But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He treated the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali with contempt, but later on He shall make it glorious, by the way of the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. 2 The people who walk in darkness Will see a great light; Those who live in a dark land, The light will shine on them. 3 You shall multiply the nation, You shall increase their gladness; They will be glad in Your presence As with the gladness of harvest, As men rejoice when they divide the spoil.

“The hope is sure.  9:1-7 is couched in past tenses; the future is written as something which has already happened, for it belonged to the prophetic consciousness of men like Isaiah to cast themselves forward in time and then look back on the mighty acts of God, says to us: ‘Look forward to it, it is certain, he has already done it!’  Because of this confidence, Isaiah can place the light of 9:1ff. in immediate proximity to the darkness of 8:22, not because it will immediately happen but because it is immediately evident to the eye of faith; those wailing in the darkness can see the light ahead and are sustained by hope.  

The poem falls into two sections: 

1.  The hope described (9:1-3<8:23-9:2>)
a1  What God does
A new situation by act of God: as he ‘treated with contempt’ so now he has ‘treated with honour’ (9:1<8:23>)
b1  What his people enjoy
A new situation for God’s people: darkness has become light (2<1>)
c1  What follows
A new situation between the Lord and his people: he has increased their joy and they rejoice before him  (3<2>)


2.  The hope explained (4-7<3-6>)
a2  What God does
The first explanation: God’s act of deliverance (4<3>)
b2  What his people enjoy
The second explanation: entering into the fruits of victory  (5<4>; this verse also begins with ‘for’)
c2  What follows
The third explanation:  the king and his rule  (6-7<5-6>)

All the activity is on god’s side.  The Gideon motif (Jdg. 6:8) and the exodus overtones of verse 4 illustrate this while at the same time offering a contrasting set of circumstances.  The exodus was a mighty act of God, revealing, redeeming and overthrowing, but the situation into which it introduced the people of God was far from ideal, and their wilderness hardships exposed their own meager response to the grace of God.  Equally in the case of Gideon, the victory was dissipated in apostasy (Jdg. 8:27) and in the anarchy (Jdg. 9) under far from perfect rulers.  But in the day of the great hope, the response will match the act of God: when the light shines, they will enter into the kingdom of peace under the perfect king, an environment and a ruler productive of perfection.  

The poem is full of royal and Davidic themes but is significantly different from the royal psalms which were used as coronation odes for the actual kings of Judah.  Motifs of royal Messiahship are here taken with that extras degree of seriousness by being directly rather than theoretically linked with the king.  The ‘sonship’ of Psalm 2:7, for example, is only wishful thinking in connection with the kings in Jerusalem.  At best it is an adopted sonship, a ‘grace and favor’ title; likewise, the deity of the king in Psalm 45:7.  But here is a born king (6; cf. Mt. 2:2), actually divine.  In him everything that was envisaged is embodied; he is the eschaton. 

Isaiah rests his vision on the devastation of the northern lands (1<8:23>) about 733.  The poem must be dated at this time.  It would not have been appropriate to single out this one area after the whole northern kingdom had been deported in 722 or at any later date.  Rather, in the first hurt of seeing homelands alienated and fellow-Israelites carried captive, people would have looked to the prophet for a word from the Lord.  His reply that where darkness had fallen light would shine received the most glorious fulfillment (Mt. 4:12-17).


3.  What two similar reasons are given in Isaiah 9:4 and 9:5?

NAU Isaiah 9:4 For You shall break the yoke of their burden and the staff on their shoulders, The rod of their oppressor, as at the battle of Midian.

NAU Isaiah 9:5 For every boot of the booted warrior in the battle tumult, And cloak rolled in blood, will be for burning, fuel for the fire.

These verses show that “the gathering of plunder is a picture of entering into the fruits of a victory which they have done nothing to win, a non-contributory benefit.”

(4) “There are two sets of historical references in this verse.  First, vocabulary is used which recalls Egypt, e.g. yoke (Lv. 26:13), burdens (Ex. 1:11; 2:11; 5:4-5; 6:6-7), shoulders (Ps. 81:6-7) and oppressor (Ex. 3:7; 5:6, 10-14).  The exodus, the pre-eminent act of God (Ex. 3:7-8; 2 Sa. 7:23) offers a background to the coming child.  Secondly, the defeat of Midian recorded in Judges 6 – 8 is remembered.  This is apt for Gideon was in particular the deliverer of Asher, Zebulun and Naphtali (Jdg. 6:35), and the narrative labors to emphasize the victory as an act of God, excluding human glory (Jdg. 7:2-14), wrought by the sudden burst of light (7:20).  These aspects of suffering are included in the deliverance.  The yoke that burdens is suffering as actually endured, a toilsome way of life.  In the bar across their shoulders, ‘bar’ should be ‘rod’, “staff’ or ‘stick’, the only meaning [hJeäm;] mattēh has in non-metaphorical use.  This is suffering that is inflicted as the stick is laid to their backs.  Rod of their oppressor is suffering arising from personal hostility, as of a taskmaster.  But there will now be no burdens, no blows, not tyrants.”
(5)  The metaphor of conquest (3-4) is brought to its climax with the final act of spoliation, but it is a metaphor.  Since the vision is couched in kingly terms, the submission of the world to the King is viewed, after the manner of kings, as a conquest. In reality, however, it is a spreading peace and, in its fulfillment (verse 7; cf.  Acts 15:13ff.), the work of evangelism.  Like verses 4 and 6, verse 5 opens with the word ‘For’ and is the second explanation of three (see pp. 98f).  According to verse 4 the divine act liberates, and in verse 5 the liberated people enter freely into the fruits of the Lord’s victory, Every warrior’s boot used in battle is (lit.) ‘all the footgear that footed it into the turmoil’.  The noun [‘!Aas.] (se’ōn, boot) and the accompanying participle [!aeäso](so’ēn, used in battle) are found only here in the Old Testament and are variously described as Egyptian, Assyrian or Aramaic loan-words.  They are chosen here to express the breaking of the alien power which has gripped the Lord’s people.  The burning of the military hardware, every warrior’s boot and every garment rolled in blood, corresponds to 2:2-4.  There it became the tools of Edenic peace, here everything combustible goes to the bonfire or the domestic hearth; war is over (cf. Zc. 9:10).  But the people have not fought the final battle; they have entered the battlefield only after the fighting is done.”


4.  Read Isaiah 9:6-7, where a third and ultimate reason (the third ‘For’) is given. 

NAU Isaiah 9:6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

NAU Isaiah 9:7 There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.

a.  What words and ideas in these verses recall words and ideas previously encountered in this book?
NAU Isaiah 7:14 "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.  (also in 10:19; 11:8; 49:15; and 54:1)

NAU Isaiah 8:2-3 "And I will take to Myself faithful witnesses for testimony, Uriah the priest and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah." 3 So I approached the prophetess, and she conceived and gave birth to a son. Then the LORD said to me, "Name him Maher-shalal-hash-baz;

NAU Isaiah 3:3 The captain of fifty and the honorable man, The counselor and the expert artisan, And the skillful enchanter.

Note: Peace begins here and occurs 20x henceforth. 

NAU Isaiah 1:24 Therefore the Lord GOD of hosts, The Mighty One of Israel, declares, "Ah, I will be relieved of My adversaries And avenge Myself on My foes.

NAU Isaiah 7:2 When it was reported to the house of David, saying, "The Arameans have camped in Ephraim," his heart and the hearts of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake with the wind.

NAU Isaiah 7:13 Then he said, "Listen now, O house of David! Is it too slight a thing for you to try the patience of men, that you will try the patience of my God as well?

NAU Isaiah 1:17 Learn to do good; Seek justice, Reprove the ruthless, Defend the orphan, Plead for the widow.

NAU Isaiah 1:21 How the faithful city has become a harlot, She who was full of justice! Righteousness once lodged in her, But now murderers.

NAU Isaiah 1:27 Zion will be redeemed with justice And her repentant ones with righteousness.

NAU Isaiah 5:7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel And the men of Judah His delightful plant. Thus He looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; For righteousness, but behold, a cry of distress.  (21x after these)

NAU Isaiah 1:17 Learn to do good; Seek justice, Reprove the ruthless, Defend the orphan, Plead for the widow.

NAU Isaiah 1:21 How the faithful city has become a harlot, She who was full of justice! Righteousness once lodged in her, But now murderers.

NAU Isaiah 1:26 "Then I will restore your judges as at the first, And your counselors as at the beginning; After that you will be called the city of righteousness, A faithful city."

NAU Isaiah 1:27 Zion will be redeemed with justice And her repentant ones with righteousness.

NAU Isaiah 5:7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel And the men of Judah His delightful plant. Thus He looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; For righteousness, but behold, a cry of distress.

NAU Isaiah 5:16 But the LORD of hosts will be exalted in judgment, And the holy God will show Himself holy in righteousness.


b.  What kind of a figure is presented here, as far as his main role is concerned?  What distinguishes him in this role?  What should this role have meant to the people of Isaiah’s day?   

“The focal point of the kingdom is David’s throne.  In other words, the very promises which Ahaz refused to trust will be wonderfully fulfilled.  In the light of this, we understand that ‘son’ in verse 6 must mean ‘son of David’.  Here is the Old Testament Messianic enigma: how can a veritable son of David  be Mighty God and “Father of eternity’?  This was precisely the tension in the Old Testament Truth which the Lord Jesus tried to make the blinkered Pharisees face in Matthew 22:41-46.  The moral foundation will be justice and righteousness (cf. the expectations of 1:26-27) and the lost glories of Zion (1:21) will be restored.  Not only so, but the divine holiness will be perfectly manifested in true procedures (justice) which reflect righteous principles (righteousness) (cf. 5:16).”


c.  This son will also have a name—or names!  What aspects of this promised one do the four names in Isaiah 9:6 unfold?   

NAU Isaiah 9:6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

“In the King’s fourfold name, the first two elements match his earlier name of Immanuel and the second two note the conditions he will bring about.”

Wonderful Counselor:   “Is (lit.) ‘wonder-counselor’ and ‘wonder’ means something like ‘supernatural’.  The two possibilities are either ‘a supernatural counsellor’ or ‘one giving supernatural counsel’.  Such was Isaiah’s first promise regarding the new Zion (1:26).  At David’s court there was the more-than-humanly gifted Ahithopel (2 Sa. 16:23), and in the early days of Solomon his wisdom required supernatural explanation (1 Ki. 3:28).  In particularizing this gift of the coming King, Isaiah was understandably reacting from Ahaz, the king who was able and clever but not wise.  Much more, however, he was going to the heart of things – as did the young Solomon (1 Ki. 3:9).”

Mighty God:   “The decisions of a king make or break a kingdom and a kingdom designed to be everlasting demands a wisdom like that of the everlasting God.  In this case, like God because he is God, the Mighty God (´ēl gibbôr), the title given to the Lord himself in 10:21<22>.   Plainly, Isaiah means us to take seriously the ´ēl component of this name as of Immanuel.  Mighty (gibbôr, warrior) caps the military references in verses 3-5.”    

NAU Isaiah 1:26 "Then I will restore your judges as at the first, And your counselors as at the beginning; After that you will be called the city of righteousness, A faithful city."

NAU 2 Samuel 16:23 The advice of Ahithophel, which he gave in those days, was as if one inquired of the word of God; so was all the advice of Ahithophel regarded by both David and Absalom.  (cf. 2 Sam. 15:2-23:34; 1 Chron. 27:33-34).

NAU 1 Kings 3:28 When all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had handed down, they feared the king, for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him to administer justice.

NAU 1 Kings 3:9 "So give Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people to discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?"

NAU Isaiah 10:21 A remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the mighty God.

NAU Isaiah 9:3-5 You shall multiply the nation, You shall increase their gladness; They will be glad in Your presence As with the gladness of harvest, As men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 4 For You shall break the yoke of their burden and the staff on their shoulders, The rod of their oppressor, as at the battle of Midian. 5 For every boot of the booted warrior in the battle tumult, And cloak rolled in blood, will be for burning, fuel for the fire.

Eternal Father:  “God has come to birth, bringing with him the qualities which guarantee his people’s preservation (wisdom) and liberation (warrior strength).  Everlasting Father and Prince of Peace describe the conditions the King’s birth will bring.  Father is not current in the Old Testament as a title for kings. Used of the Lord, it points to his concern for the helpless (Ps. 68:5<6>), care or discipline of his people (Ps. 103:13; Pr. 3:12; Is. 63:16; 64:8<7>) and their loyal, reverential response to him (Je. 3:4, 19; Mal. 1:6).  For similar ideas used regarding the Davidic King see Psalm 72:4; 12-14; Isaiah 11:4).  Probably the leading idea in the name Father here is that his rule follows the pattern of divine fatherhood.  As eternal/‘of eternity’, he receives ‘such an epithet [as] could, of course, be applied to Yahweh alone’.  Isaiah uses ‘eternity’ (‘aḏ) more than any other author, sometimes in a general sense (e.g. 26:4; 30:8).”

NAU Psalm 103:13 Just as a father has compassion on his children, So the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him.

NAU Proverbs 3:12 For whom the LORD loves He reproves, Even as a father corrects the son in whom he delights.

NAU Isaiah 63:16 For You are our Father, though Abraham does not know us And Israel does not recognize us. You, O LORD, are our Father, Our Redeemer from of old is Your name.

NAU Isaiah 64:8 But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.

NAU Jeremiah 3:4 "Have you not just now called to Me, 'My Father, You are the friend of my youth?

NAU Malachi 1:6 "'A son honors his father, and a servant his master. Then if I am a father, where is My honor? And if I am a master, where is My respect?' says the LORD of hosts to you, O priests who despise My name. But you say, 'How have we despised Your name?'

NAU Psalm 72:4 May he vindicate the afflicted of the people, Save the children of the needy And crush the oppressor.

NAU Isaiah 11:4 But with righteousness He will judge the poor, And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked.

NAU Isaiah 26:4 "Trust in the LORD forever, For in GOD the LORD, we have an everlasting Rock.

NAU Isaiah 30:8 Now go, write it on a tablet before them And inscribe it on a scroll, That it may serve in the time to come As a witness forever.


Prince of Peace:  “When the people asked for a king they had in mind that a continuing institution would provide them with a security greater and more reassuring than the episodic rule of the judges.  But total security requires more even than this stop-go rule and is achieved in a king who reigns eternally.  With Prince of Peace the Gideon and Solomon motifs reappear and the negative ‘no more war’ of verse 5 is supplemented by a corresponding positive guarantee.  On the personal level, peace means fulfilment; to ‘die in peace’ is to have lived a fulfilled life, to have achieved all God planned (e.g. Gn. 15:15; 2 Ki. 22:20).  Peace is well-being (e.g.  Gn. 29:6) and freedom from anxiety (1 Sa. 1:17).  In relationships, it is goodwill and harmony (Ex. 4:18), the opposite of ware (Lv. 26:6). Towards God, it is the full realization of his favour (Nu. 6:26), ‘peace with God’ (Nu. 25:12; Is. 53:5 Mal. 2:5-6).  In 2 Samuel 11:17, ‘David asked after Joab’s peace and the peace of the people [army] and the peace of the war’, i.e. well-being and progress.  All this is related to the basic meaning of [shalom], ‘to be whole/complete’.  The Prince of Peace is himself the whole man, the perfectly integrated, rounded personality, at one with God and humankind, but also as a Prince, these are the benefits he administers to his people.” 

NAU Genesis 15:15 "As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you will be buried at a good old age.

NAU 2 Kings 22:20 "Therefore, behold, I will gather you to your fathers, and you will be gathered to your grave in peace, and your eyes will not see all the evil which I will bring on this place."'" So they brought back word to the king.
NAU 1 Samuel 1:17 Then Eli answered and said, "Go in peace; and may the God of Israel grant your petition that you have asked of Him."

NAU Exodus 4:18 Then Moses departed and returned to Jethro his father-in-law and said to him, "Please, let me go, that I may return to my brethren who are in Egypt, and see if they are still alive." And Jethro said to Moses, "Go in peace."

NAU Leviticus 26:6 'I shall also grant peace in the land, so that you may lie down with no one making you tremble. I shall also eliminate harmful beasts from the land, and no sword will pass through your land.

NAU Numbers 25:12 "Therefore say, 'Behold, I give him My covenant of peace;

NAU Isaiah 53:5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed.

NAU Malachi 2:5-6 "My covenant with him was one of life and peace, and I gave them to him as an object of reverence; so he revered Me and stood in awe of My name. 6 "True instruction was in his mouth and unrighteousness was not found on his lips; he walked with Me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many back from iniquity.

NAU 2 Samuel 11:17 The men of the city went out and fought against Joab, and some of the people among David's servants fell; and Uriah the Hittite also died.


5.  This poem tells us what the reign of the Messiah is like, for he has come, and he reigns.  How does Matthew 4:12-25 in various and specific ways shows us the king of Isaiah 9:1-7?

NAU Matthew 4:12-25 Now when Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee; 13 and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: 15 "THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND OF NAPHTALI, BY THE WAY OF THE SEA, BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES-- 16 "THE PEOPLE WHO WERE SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT, AND THOSE WHO WERE SITTING IN THE LAND AND SHADOW OF DEATH, UPON THEM A LIGHT DAWNED." 17 From that time Jesus began to preach and say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 
18 Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19 And He said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men." 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. 21 Going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and He called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him. 
23 Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people. 24 The news about Him spread throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all who were ill, those suffering with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and He healed them. 25 Large crowds followed Him from Galilee and the Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the Jordan.


6.  Let us not overlook the final statement of Isaiah 9:7.  What do you observe about “the zeal of the Lord” in the following verses: Isaiah 37:32; 42:13; 59:15-20.  (also see: 26:11)

NAU Isaiah 9:7 There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.

NAU Isaiah 37:32 "For out of Jerusalem will go forth a remnant and out of Mount Zion survivors. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this."'

NAU Isaiah 42:13 The LORD will go forth like a warrior, He will arouse His zeal like a man of war. He will utter a shout, yes, He will raise a war cry. He will prevail against His enemies.

NAU Isaiah 59:15-20 Yes, truth is lacking; And he who turns aside from evil makes himself a prey. Now the LORD saw, And it was displeasing in His sight that there was no justice. 16 And He saw that there was no man, And was astonished that there was no one to intercede; Then His own arm brought salvation to Him, And His righteousness upheld Him. 17 He put on righteousness like a breastplate, And a helmet of salvation on His head; And He put on garments of vengeance for clothing And wrapped Himself with zeal as a mantle. 18 According to their deeds, so He will repay, Wrath to His adversaries, recompense to His enemies; To the coastlands He will make recompense. 19 So they will fear the name of the LORD from the west And His glory from the rising of the sun, For He will come like a rushing stream Which the wind of the LORD drives. 20 "A Redeemer will come to Zion, And to those who turn from transgression in Jacob," declares the LORD.

“In describing the power of accomplishment Isaiah abandons the perfect tenses he has been using throughout for a future tense.  He stands where his is, looking forward: it will all happen, the Lord’s zeal will see to it.  Zeal (qin’ â) is that ‘jealousy’ which is a component of all true love and preeminently of the Lord’s love.  His love will brook no rival and is provoked by disloyalty (Nu. 25:11; Ps. 79:5).  It is equally, however, the power of love moving the Lord to make his people’s cause his own (Is. 42:13; 59:17: 63:15) and the passionate commitment of his nature to fulfil his purposes for them (37:32).  All this zealous determination is that of Yahweh, the exodus-God, whose nature it is to save his people and overthrow his foes.  It is backed by divine omnipotence (for Almighty/ ‘of hosts’ see on 1:9) and pledged to achieve this, the advent and kingdom of Messiah.”


Day Five—Conclusions
(Isaiah 9:1-7)

1.  This first portion of the body of the book has shown us sinful, inadequate kings, and the promised child/King to come.  The details are not yet clear, and yet they point irresistibly ahead to the one in whom all these promises are fulfilled.  Look back through these chapters, focusing on the King of heaven who planned all this from the beginning.  What do we learn here of God, his attributes, beginning.  What do we learn here of god, his attributes, and his way of dealing with human beings?   Write down several aspects of God that stand out to you, and then write your personal response—which could be in the form of a prayer, or questions, or simply a few sentences responding to the Lord God who speaks to us through the inspired words of this prophet who lived so long ago.

NAU Isaiah 1:24 Therefore the Lord GOD of hosts, The Mighty One of Israel, declares, "Ah, I will be relieved of My adversaries And avenge Myself on My foes.
NAU Isaiah 2:3-4 And many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; That He may teach us concerning His ways And that we may walk in His paths." For the law will go forth from Zion And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 And He will judge between the nations, And will render decisions for many peoples; And they will hammer their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again will they learn war.
NAU Isaiah 3:15 "What do you mean by crushing My people And grinding the face of the poor?" Declares the Lord GOD of hosts.
NAU Isaiah 5:16 But the LORD of hosts will be exalted in judgment, And the holy God will show Himself holy in righteousness.
NAU Isaiah 5:25-26 On this account the anger of the LORD has burned against His people, And He has stretched out His hand against them and struck them down. And the mountains quaked, and their corpses lay like refuse in the middle of the streets. For all this His anger is not spent, But His hand is still stretched out. 26 He will also lift up a standard to the distant nation, And will whistle for it from the ends of the earth; And behold, it will come with speed swiftly.
NAU Isaiah 7:14-15 "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel. 15 "He will eat curds and honey at the time He knows enough to refuse evil and choose good.
NAU Isaiah 8:10 "Devise a plan, but it will be thwarted; State a proposal, but it will not stand, For God is with us."
NAU Isaiah 9:6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.




2.  Look once more through the section and choose a verse or a short passage to write out and commit to memory.  Be ready to share with your group the ways in which you find this verse or verses challenging, helpful, beautiful, etc. 




Lesson 6 – (Isaiah 9:8-12:6)
The Lord Fells the Tree and Saves a Branch


Day One—Focus on Israel
(Isaiah 9:8-10:4)

God’s message of judgment to Judah becomes linked with his message to Israel, as Isaiah never loses sight of the fact that the northern kingdom of Israel (sometimes called Ephraim, using its largest tribal area to refer to the whole) also represents the seed of Abraham.  Israel has turned its back on the line of David, and in this section God speaks straight to this northern kingdom which has allied itself with Syria against Assyria and against the southern kingdom of Judah. 


1.  Read Isaiah 9:8-10:4, find the refrain that appears four times, concluding four sections.   What is the effect of its repetition?

The refrain: 
In spite of all this, His anger does not turn away And His hand is still stretched out. 

“This four-stanza poem is a classic of biblical social analysis, impressive in its logic, frightening in its inevitability.  The message/‘word’ which the Lord has sent (9:8<7>) has fallen on deaf ears and from this easily dismissed beginning everything else follows as certainly as night follows day.  The poem is either a prophetic forecast of events (in which case it belongs to the earliest days of Isaiah’s ministry) or a prophetic meditation bringing out the significance of events which have already taken place (the same genre as Am. 4:6-11 or Ezk. 20 or, in its special way, the book of Judges).  The four stanzas show a coherent development:”
2.  Construct a simple outline of the four sections giving each a summary sentence that gets the central idea.

“National disaster.  The Lord’s word has been rejected in self-sufficient pride.  Internal set-backs (10<9>) will be followed by external attack (11<10>).”

NAU Isaiah 9:8-12 The Lord sends a message against Jacob, And it falls on Israel. 9 And all the people know it, That is, Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria, Asserting in pride and in arrogance of heart: 10 "The bricks have fallen down, But we will rebuild with smooth stones; The sycamores have been cut down, But we will replace them with cedars." 11 Therefore the LORD raises against them adversaries from Rezin And spurs their enemies on, 12 The Arameans on the east and the Philistines on the west; And they devour Israel with gaping jaws. In spite of all this, His anger does not turn away And His hand is still stretched out. 

“Political collapse.  Since there has been no repentance (13<12>), the Lord will undermine the leadership (14-16<13-15>).  There will be widespread suffering (17<16>).”

9:13-17 Yet the people do not turn back to Him who struck them, Nor do they seek the LORD of hosts. 14 So the LORD cuts off head and tail from Israel, Both palm branch and bulrush in a single day. 15 The head is the elder and honorable man, And the prophet who teaches falsehood is the tail. 16 For those who guide this people are leading them astray; And those who are guided by them are brought to confusion. 17 Therefore the Lord does not take pleasure in their young men, Nor does He have pity on their orphans or their widows; For every one of them is godless and an evildoer, And every mouth is speaking foolishness. In spite of all this, His anger does not turn away And His hand is still stretched out.

“Social anarchy.  Divine wrath manifests itself in a spirit of total self-concern (19<18>) bringing with it no satisfaction (20<19>).  The nation tears itself apart, united only in hostility to Judah (21<20>).”

9:18-21 For wickedness burns like a fire; It consumes briars and thorns; It even sets the thickets of the forest aflame And they roll upward in a column of smoke. 19 By the fury of the LORD of hosts the land is burned up, And the people are like fuel for the fire; No man spares his brother. 20 They slice off what is on the right hand but still are hungry, And they eat what is on the left hand but they are not satisfied; Each of them eats the flesh of his own arm. 21 Manasseh devours Ephraim, and Ephraim Manasseh, And together they are against Judah. In spite of all this, His anger does not turn away And His hand is still stretched out. 

“Moral perversion.  The basis of morality, safeguarded by law, is overturned.  The suffering of the helpless (2) brings as its reward the helplessness of its perpetrators in the day of judgment (3-4).”

10:1-4 Woe to those who enact evil statutes And to those who constantly record unjust decisions, 2 So as to deprive the needy of justice And rob the poor of My people of their rights, So that widows may be their spoil And that they may plunder the orphans. 3 Now what will you do in the day of punishment, And in the devastation which will come from afar? To whom will you flee for help? And where will you leave your wealth? 4 Nothing remains but to crouch among the captives Or fall among the slain. In spite of all this, His anger does not turn away And His hand is still stretched out.


3.  This passage echoes previous sections in which Judah and Jerusalem are condemned.  For example, compare Isaiah 3:1-15 with Isaiah 9:8-10:4.  What similarities and what differences do you notice?

See next page for side-by-side comparison…

NAU Isaiah 9:8-10:4

The Lord sends a message against Jacob, And it falls on Israel. 9 And all the people know it, That is, Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria, Asserting in pride and in arrogance of heart: 10 "The bricks have fallen down, But we will rebuild with smooth stones; The sycamores have been cut down, But we will replace them with cedars." 11 Therefore the LORD raises against them adversaries from Rezin And spurs their enemies on, 12 The Arameans on the east and the Philistines on the west; And they devour Israel with gaping jaws. In spite of all this, His anger does not turn away And His hand is still stretched out. 13 Yet the people do not turn back to Him who struck them, Nor do they seek the LORD of hosts. 14 So the LORD cuts off head and tail from Israel, Both palm branch and bulrush in a single day. 15 The head is the elder and honorable man, And the prophet who teaches falsehood is the tail. 16 For those who guide this people are leading them astray; And those who are guided by them are brought to confusion. 17 Therefore the Lord does not take pleasure in their young men, Nor does He have pity on their orphans or their widows; For every one of them is godless and an evildoer, And every mouth is speaking foolishness. In spite of all this, His anger does not turn away And His hand is still stretched out. 18 For wickedness burns like a fire; It consumes briars and thorns; It even sets the thickets of the forest aflame And they roll upward in a column of smoke. 19 By the fury of the LORD of hosts the land is burned up, And the people are like fuel for the fire; No man spares his brother. 20 They slice off what is on the right hand but still are hungry, And they eat what is on the left hand but they are not satisfied; Each of them eats the flesh of his own arm. 21 Manasseh devours Ephraim, and Ephraim Manasseh, And together they are against Judah. In spite of all this, His anger does not turn away And His hand is still stretched out. 
10:1  Woe to those who enact evil statutes And to those who constantly record unjust decisions, 2 So as to deprive the needy of justice And rob the poor of My people of their rights, So that widows may be their spoil And that they may plunder the orphans. 3 Now what will you do in the day of punishment, And in the devastation which will come from afar? To whom will you flee for help? And where will you leave your wealth? 4 Nothing remains but to crouch among the captives Or fall among the slain. In spite of all this, His anger does not turn away And His hand is still stretched out. 

NAU Isaiah 3:1-15

For behold, the Lord GOD of hosts is going to remove from Jerusalem and Judah Both supply and support, the whole supply of bread And the whole supply of water; 2 The mighty man and the warrior, The judge and the prophet, The diviner and the elder, 3 The captain of fifty and the honorable man, The counselor and the expert artisan, And the skillful enchanter. 4 And I will make mere lads their princes, And capricious children will rule over them, 5 And the people will be oppressed, Each one by another, and each one by his neighbor; The youth will storm against the elder And the inferior against the honorable. 6 When a man lays hold of his brother in his father's house, saying, "You have a cloak, you shall be our ruler, And these ruins will be under your charge," 7 He will protest on that day, saying, "I will not be your healer, For in my house there is neither bread nor cloak; You should not appoint me ruler of the people." 8 For Jerusalem has stumbled and Judah has fallen, Because their speech and their actions are against the LORD, To rebel against His glorious presence. 9 The expression of their faces bears witness against them, And they display their sin like Sodom; They do not even conceal it. Woe to them! For they have brought evil on themselves. 10 Say to the righteous that it will go well with them, For they will eat the fruit of their actions. 11 Woe to the wicked! It will go badly with him, For what he deserves will be done to him. 12 O My people! Their oppressors are children, And women rule over them. O My people! Those who guide you lead you astray And confuse the direction of your paths. 13 The LORD arises to contend, And stands to judge the people. 14 The LORD enters into judgment with the elders and princes of His people, "It is you who have devoured the vineyard; The plunder of the poor is in your houses. 15 "What do you mean by crushing My people And grinding the face of the poor?" Declares the Lord GOD of hosts.




































4.  How can a passage such as this one help adjust our perspectives now as God’s people?  

“It is easy to refuse the Lord’s word and it could well have seemed a childish irrelevance to the harsh political world in which they operated (cf. 28:9).  Wickedness is so often unimpressive in its inception, but what an end!  



Day Two—Assyria’s Turn
(Isaiah 5:9-19, 24-34)

1.  The focus turns to Assyria, which God will use to devastate Israel and almost devastate Judah—up to her neck, we recall [cf. 8:8].  In Isaiah 10:5-15, what is God’s perspective on Assyria, and what is Assyria’s perspective on Assyria?  Refer to specific words and versed in your answer.  Note: The cities in v. 9 were all conquered by Assyria. [God’s view of Jerusalem.]

NAU Isaiah 10:5-15 Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger And the staff in whose hands is My indignation, 6 I send it against a godless nation And commission it against the people of My fury To capture booty and to seize plunder, And to trample them down like mud in the streets. 7 Yet it does not so intend, Nor does it plan so in its heart, But rather it is its purpose to destroy And to cut off many nations. 8 For it says, "Are not my princes all kings? 9 "Is not Calno like Carchemish, Or Hamath like Arpad, Or Samaria like Damascus? 10 "As my hand has reached to the kingdoms of the idols, Whose graven images were greater than those of Jerusalem and Samaria, 11 Shall I not do to Jerusalem and her images Just as I have done to Samaria and her idols?" 
12 So it will be that when the Lord has completed all His work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, He will say, "I will punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria and the pomp of his haughtiness." 13 For he has said, "By the power of my hand and by my wisdom I did this, For I have understanding; And I removed the boundaries of the peoples And plundered their treasures, And like a mighty man I brought down their inhabitants, 14 And my hand reached to the riches of the peoples like a nest, And as one gathers abandoned eggs, I gathered all the earth; And there was not one that flapped its wing or opened its beak or chirped." 15 Is the axe to boast itself over the one who chops with it? Is the saw to exalt itself over the one who wields it? That would be like a club wielding those who lift it, Or like a rod lifting him who is not wood.


2.  In Isaiah 10:5-15, note the images of rod and staff.  What do these images communicate, and how do they grow in meaning thought the passage?

NAU Isaiah 10:5-15 Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger And the staff in whose hands is My indignation, 6 I send it against a godless nation And commission it against the people of My fury To capture booty and to seize plunder, And to trample them down like mud in the streets. 7 Yet it does not so intend, Nor does it plan so in its heart, But rather it is its purpose to destroy And to cut off many nations. 8 For it says, "Are not my princes all kings? 9 "Is not Calno like Carchemish, Or Hamath like Arpad, Or Samaria like Damascus? 10 "As my hand [God’s] has reached to the kingdoms of the idols, Whose graven images were greater than those of Jerusalem and Samaria, 11 Shall I not do to Jerusalem and her images Just as I have done to Samaria and her idols?" 
12 So it will be that when the Lord has completed all His work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, He will say, "I will punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria and the pomp of his haughtiness." 13 For he has said, "By the power of my hand [God] and by my wisdom [God] I did this, For I have understanding; And I removed the boundaries of the peoples And plundered their treasures, And like a mighty man I brought down their inhabitants, 14 And my hand [King of A] reached to the riches of the peoples like a nest, And as one gathers abandoned eggs, I gathered all the earth; And there was not one that flapped its wing or opened its beak or chirped." 15 Is the axe to boast itself over the one who chops with it? Is the saw to exalt itself over the one who wields it? That would be like a club wielding those who lift it, Or like a rod lifting him who is not wood.

A1	The Lord’s instrument: Assyria and the Lord’s purposes (5)
		B1	The Lord and Assyria: contrasting motives (6-11)
				a	The Lord’s motive: just punishment (6)
				b 	Assyria’s motive: world domination (7-11)
		B2	The Lord and Assyria: contrasting assessments (12-14)
				a 	The Lord’s assessment: pride and punishment (12)
				b 	Assyria’s assessment: ability and success (13-14)
A2	The Lord’s instrument: Assyria and the Lord’s sovereignty (15)

“The thrust of the passage is clear: the absolute sovereignty of the Lord in the world (A1A2).  Without forester and carpenter, axe and saw lie lifeless (15).  There is a rigour about Isaiah’s teaching.  Assyria’s was a savage imperialism, pursued without asking and without quarter:  Was this the Lord’s doing?  No wonder Habakkuk was aghast at the thought (Hab. 1:5-13), even if in the end he would not have had it otherwise (Hab. 3:17-19).  There is only one Agent and He does all things well.  Under Him, history is the outworking of moral providences.  The Assyrian holocaust was not ‘let loose’ on the world; it was sent, directed where it was merited (6), kept within heaven’s limit, and in the end Assyria was punished for its excesses (12).  But if the Assyrian Empire is but an axe or saw, how is it culpable?  It is only a bad workman who blames his tools.  How can the master-craftsman hold his instruments responsible?  How can a tool be an agent?  At this point we come face to face with the biblical paradox: the Lord is sovereign, but His instruments are morally responsible agents.  Isaiah goes out of his way to show us a real human agent at work.  We notice how long the two ‘b’ sections are compared with the ‘a’ sections. We are introduced to the Assyrian’s thoughts (8, 13) their mind (7) and their hand (10, 13-14).  In six verses the first person verb is used seven times and the first person pronoun four.  The affirmation of agency is unmistakable.  In 37:28-29 Isaiah uses the figure of the horse and its rider, which is the nearest the Bible comes to elucidating the mystery of sovereignty and responsibility. The Assyrians are the horse, the Lord is the rider.  To the horse belongs all the restless energy and huge strength of its nature; to the rider belongs all direction and skill of management.  The Assyrians give thought and then expression in action to the effectuation of that world dominion which expresses their mind and matches their assumed abilities and rights, but the Lord rides upon world history for the accomplishment of holy purposes.  
In context, the passage fulfils three purposes.  First, it shows that the threat against Ephraim was not idle.  The outstretched hand finally fell (10:4).  The refusal of the Lord’s word was fatal (9:9<8>).  Secondly, Assyria will be the Lord’s instrument against Zion (12), though we are not yet told how far the punishment will go.  Thirdly, the attack on Zion will mark the zenith of Assyrian power.  From then on Assyria will be under divine punishment.”


3.  Read Isaiah 10:16-19  to see what God will do to Assyria’s “glory.”

NAU Isaiah 10:16-19 Therefore the Lord, the GOD of hosts, will send a wasting disease among his stout warriors; And under his glory a fire will be kindled like a burning flame. 17 And the light of Israel will become a fire and his Holy One a flame, And it will burn and devour his thorns and his briars in a single day. 18 And He will destroy the glory of his forest and of his fruitful garden, both soul and body, And it will be as when a sick man wastes away. 19 And the rest of the trees of his forest will be so small in number That a child could write them down.

a.  What names of God do you find, and how are they appropriate at this point?

Lord
God of Hosts (armies)
Holy One
 A Burning Flame 
Light of Israel 
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